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The President took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and reed prayers.

ASBENT TO BILL.

M-essage from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read notifying assent to the
Western Australian Aged Sailors and Sol-
diers' Relief Fund Amendment Bill.

ADMINISTRLATION ACT (ESTATE AND
SUCCESSION DUTIES) AMEND-
MENT BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On motion of Hon. J. Nicholson, the time
for bringing uip the report was extendefl
to Wednesday, 21st November.

BILL-CITY oF PERTH SUPERANNUA-
TION FUND.

Third Readin.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.35]:- I move-

That the Bil be now read a third time.

HON. 3. 3. HOLMES (North) [4.36): 1
regret that, through no fault of my own,
I had no opportunity of addressing the
House on this Bill.

Hfon. C. 1B. Williams: We are all pleased
to see you back.

Hon. J. J. HEOLMES: I thank Mr. Wi]-
hiams for his remark. Holding the views
that I do, I cannot allow the measure to
pass without making reference to it. A
perusal not only of the Bill under discus-

sion but of others appearing on the Notice
Paper indicates that the trend of legisla-
tion is to put employees in permanent posts
back into the position they occupied prior
to the Premiers' Plan and, in respect of the
present Bill, to improve their position. That
is the one stage that seems to be aimed at.
Another stage is that all men who come
tinder the provisions of the Arbitration Act
are to be restored to the position they were
in prior to the enforcement of the Premiers'
Plan. That can be done only at the ex-
pense of all other sections of the commu-
nity. The Bill proposes to provide a super-
annuation fund for the employees of the
Perth City Council.

Hon. J. Nicholson: For all their em-
ployees.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will deal with
that phase presently. The Bill applies to
the City Council only. There is the City
of Fremantle to be considered, and also the
municipalities and road boards throughout
the State, I presume the Bill will furnish
the lead to be followed by all those other
bodies in due course. 'What concerns me
most of all and has induced mse to speak
is the paragraph in the "West Australia"
this morning setting out that the Perth
City Council have found it necessary to pay
ot 60 of their employees. I presume the
men will have to ask the Government
to provide them with sustenance work-
I1 understand that it would cost the
City Council £4,060 to keep those
60 men in employment until Christmas.
That is the position with which the Perth
City Council axe faced; they have either
to increase the rates, or dismiss 60 employ-
ees from the service. To my mind the two
positions do not fit in. To legislate for
additional benefits in the interests of men
in permanent employment, we are asked to
sanction the creation of a superannuation
fund at a time when the Perth City Coun-
cil cannot keep all their men at work.
That sort of thing mast tend to create dis-
sension in the life of the community, and
that is what none of us would wish. So far
as I can see, there is no limit to the amount
that the City Council can allocate for this
purpose. The Bill makes it quite clear that
they can allocate any sum they deem
fit. We must remember that a large
1,i11mher of ta1tepayers not onily in Perth
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but throughout the other municipali- be taken. Why, at a time such as the pre-
ties and road board districts, are so hard
pressed that they cannot pay their rates.
Yet under the Bill the ratepayers of Perth
will be asked to allow portion of the rates
they pay to be allocated to a superannuation
fund for the benefit of the permanent em-
ployees of the City Council. This~ is to be
dode at a time when any money available
should be spent on improvements to the city,
and when men who have been thrown out of
work will have to approach the Government
for sustenance work. An idea of the diffi-
culties confronting local authorities is to
he found in the legislation appearing on the
Notice Paper. There is the Road Districts
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), which has
been introduced because people have not
been able to pay their rates on properties
and the local authorities cannot do ny-
thing with them. The proposal under that
Bill is that the land shall he taken from the
people who bought the buildings originally,
and that the prop~erties shall be sold to pay
the rates, or if unsold, shall revert to the
Crown. It is true that the superannuation
fund must he approved by a majority of
the Perth City Concil, and that may be
difficult to obtain at the present time. On
the other band, we have a Minister in charge
of the affairs of local governing authorities,
who claims lie will not do anything with re-
gard to water supply matters or hand over
anything until certain things happen. First
of all, he wants the abolition of plural vot-
ing.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do not you think that
will be a good thing?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And if we pass the
Bill under discussion, it must he realised
that we cannot tamper with a superannua-
tion fund. We shall soon reach the stage
when lodgers will he given a vote, and the
time may arrive when the lodgers will
out-vote the permanent ratepayers. In that
event the lodgers, who have no respionsibil-
ity with regard to the payment of rates, will
probably be interested in making the super-
annuation fund better than it is likely to
be under existing circumstances. There is
another phase. The Bill is hedged round
with conditions, and I notice that the rate.
payers can object to the proposal. Af ter
particulars have been published twice in the
"Government Gazette," the ratepayers can
lodge their objections, and a referendum wHIl

sent when the City Council have to pay off
some of their employees, should the rate-
payers be put to the expense of a referen-
dum? Why should the ratepayers, who are
already harassed and annoyed by the effects
of financial emergency legislation, who are
experiencing difficulty regarding rents due
and in many instances are not able to pay
their rates, be called upon to express their
views on a proposal of this description, if
put before them by the Perth City Coun-
cil? Certainly the permanent employees of
the City Council have not felt the depres-
sion to any great extent, nor, I suppose,
have they lost a day's salary during the
years of depression. Compare their lot as
permanent employees with that of susten-
ance wvorkers battling here and there in
order to exist. Compare their lot with that
of the primary producers, particularly those
in the wheat areas, who are facing just as
black an outlook as confronted them in
1914. What with rust in one area and with
weeds, germiinated by the summer rains,
taking charge in other areas, the position
of many of them is as bad as it was in
1914. The primary producers are in a very
bad way and our attention should be
directed to assisting that class of the com-
munity instead of creating a superannua-
tion fund for men who have occupied cushy
jobs for years. The Bill provides that
superannuation shall be paid to wives and
families in the event of a husband desert-
ing or for similar causes. It seems to me
that the Bill, if agreed to, will do more harm
than good. It will mean that the men at
the top, the men in permanent employment,
will have their emoluments increased, while
as to the men on the lower rungs of the lad-
der, well, 60 of them at any rate are faced
with the probability of losing their -work
because there is not sufficient money to keep
them employed.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Are those 60 men on
the permanent staff?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not know,
but according to this morning's newspaper,
some of them have been employed tlr 14
years.

Hron. J. Nicholson: The scheme will in-
clude all or any employees.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The present is
not the time to legislate along those lines,
and I intend to vote against the third r-end-
in g.
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HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan-
ini reply) [4.48]: Let me preface my -re-
marks on the Bill by saying that we all
rejoice to see Mfr. Holmues owec more
restored to health after his recent illness. I
am sorry that he was unable to be here when
the Bill was discussed. I pointed out what
had transpired in connection with the Bill
of 1928, and mentioned that the present Bill
had been referred to a select committee ap-
pointed by another place, consisting of
members in whom tjiis House would have
the fullest confidence. The report, which
has been furnished to members, shows that
the committee considered the Bill very
thoroughly and made drastic alterations to
the measure as introduced. They added, I
think, five additional clauses, thereby intro-
ducing those very precautions uponi which
we would have insisted had the Bill come
to us in its original form. The chief ground
for complaint advanced by Mr. Holmes is
that no limitation is expressed as to the
amount the City Council may allocate. That
is fully safeguarded by Clauses 5 and 9.
Clause 5 provides that ito proposition for a
scheme-for superannuation as permitted by
this measure or for the establishment of a
superannuation fund in connection there-
with shall ho adopted by the council unless
the scheme baa been approved by at least
two-thirds of the members of the council.

Hon. 0. Fraser: That is a safeguard that
this House recommended six years ago.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I pointed out on
the second reading that the select committee
of another place had wisely followed along
the lines suggested by our select committee
when the previous Bill was before us. I
was pleased to see that that safeguard was
inserted, because it was the main safeguard
that bad been recommended here previously,
although the method proposed to be adopted
in 1928 was totally different from that pro-
posed on this occasion. The twvo-thirds
majority will safeguard the people respon-
sible. Provision is also made for advertis-
ing the proposed scheme. Under Clause 9
power is given to make by-laws for various
purposes9, including the contributions to be
made to the fund. That provision will give
the Council a voice in the matter because,
under the Interpretation Act, regulations or
by-laws have to be tabled in Parliament and
may be disallowed within a certain time.
The select committee of another place, not
content with the provision in the Interpreta-

tion Act, went further, and provided by
Clause 10 that in construing Section 30 of
the Interpretation Act, 1918, the words
"fromt the expiration of the timec pernitted
for disallowance under Subsection 2 hereof"
shall be substituted for the words "fromt the
date of sulch publication" appearing in sub-
division (e) of Subsection 1 thereof. The
effect of Clause 10 is that instead of the by-
laws taking effect from the date of publica-
tion in the "Govenment Gazette," they will
not take effect until after the imc permitted
for their disallowvance has expired. That is
a safeguard. When I saw the amendments
that had been made in another place, I
realised that they followed what had been
recommended by the select committee of this
House six years ago, and I felt abundantly
satisfied that the Bill was one that could be
recommended for the accelptance of mem-
bers. In view of those explanations, I hope
Mr. Holmes wvill feel satisfied.

Hon. J1. J. Holmes: This is an inoppor-
tune time. You have not answered that
point.

Hon. 5. NICHOLSON: fluting the second
reading I pointed out that this Bill would,
to some extent, take the place of Section 155
of the 'Municipal Corporations Act. That
sectioni provides that a municipal council
ma~y give a retirn.g allowance to an em-
ployee equal to one month's salary for each
year of service. To grant that allowance
has been regarded practically as a moral
obligation oni councils, and particularly the
Perth City Council, on the retirement of an
employee from the service. The amount dis-
bursed by the Perth City Council since 1918
has amounted to £14,713.

Hlon. V. Haniersicy: A fairly substantial
SUM).

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: If a superanna-
tion fund is established, the City Conned,
instead of paying that amount, will pay the
sumn due uinder the fund, and the man re-
ceiving it would not be entitled to anything
under Section 155.

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: And the employee re-
tiring will have contributed to the fund.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: Yes. A super-
animation fund will be better than the pro-
visions of Section 155 under which the rate-
payers contribute the lot.

Hon, V. Hamnersley: Will not the council
increase salaries accordingly?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I think I saw in print
that it woldd cost £100,000.
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Hoen. .1. NICHOLSON: Thle amount that
may be paid under Section 155 will natur-
afly increase in course of time as thle numn-
ber of employees increases. A scheme will
have to lbe prepared and by-laws have to be
framed, and when the by-laws are tabled,
Parliament w~ilI be able to inquire into the
matter.

Hon. J. J. Holmies: Is the present time
opportune?

Hon. J. NICH4OLSON: The present is
as opportune as any other timie would be,
because the establishiment of a superannua-
tion fund would, in a large meaosure, relieve
the council from the responsibility- of what
is regarded as a moral obligation under Se-
tion 155. I hope MKr. Holmnes will be satis-
fled with my, explanations and withdraw his
objection to thte Bill.

Question putt and passed.

Bill rend a third time nd passed.

BILLS (2)-FIRBT READING.
1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.
2, Dried Fruits Act Continuance.

Received fronm the Assembly.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.

Asseminly's Messagye.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amendment subject to further
amendments.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Assembys Message.

Mlessage from the Assembly received andl
read notifying that it had agrfled to the
Council's amendmnent subject to further
amendments.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Bill
recommitted for thme purpose of further con-
sidering Clause 2.

In Committee.
Hnii. i. Cornell in, the Chair: the Chief

ScretarY in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-New sections:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When thie
Bill was before the Committee at the last
sitting, an amnendmient was mande to Clause
2 on the motion of Mr. Nicholson. That
anm11eudnien t has not given satisfaction to thle
Parliamentary Draftsman, from whom I'
have received thle followingy memorandumi:

1. Obviously -Mr. Nicholson desires that be-
fore the land] becomes vested in the Crown, all
persons appearing to have any interest in thb
land shal] be given an opportunity, by notica
in writing, to pay the rates and thus preserve
their interest in the land.

III my opinion, however, quite. apart from
several other objections, the amendments pro-
posed by Air. Nicholson as they stand will be
ineffective to achieve the objective aimed at.

Amendment No. 2 is unnecessary anid re-
dundant. Amendment No. 1, as proposed, is in-
complete in its terms, ont of position in para-
graph (a) of the proposed Section 285A and
useless.

2. In my opinon those two amendments as
proposed cannot possibly stand in the BiU with-
out creating ambiguities and difficulties in the
application of the section, and that Clause 2
of the Bill should he recommitted.

8. Upon recommittal the two amendments
proposed by 'Mr. Nicholson should be deleted,
and, if the Government approveb, paragraphi
(a) of Section 285A should be amended to
satisfy the requirements of 'Mr. Nicholson as
follows:-

(a) delete the word "or,'' ia line 18 on
page 2 of the Bill, and insert in lien there-
of the word "and''

(b) insert after subparagraph (iii) a fur-
ther subparagraph to stand as ,subpara-
graph (iv), ais f ollows.-" (iv) The
amount of the rates in respect of' which
tile said order was made remain unpaid after
the expiration of notice in writing of not
less than one month or more than three
months given by the Crown Solicitor to every
personn appearing by tile records in the Office
of Titles, or the Rlegistry of Deeds, or the
Department of Lands and Surveys to have
any legal or equitable estate of interest in
the said vacant land at the address of such
person appearing on the records aforesaid,
that unless the amount of the said rates is
paid within the period specified in the notice,
the said lend is liable to become vested abso-
lutely in His Majesty, or.''
4. The amendment to paragraph (a) of

Section 285k suggested by me above is shown
in red ink on the copy of the Bill annexed
hereto.

I therefore move--
That subparagraph (i), inserted by a pre-

viousj committee, be struck out.

lion. J. NICHOLSON: I admit I pre-
pared the amendment rather hurriedly.
Un1der the Bill, as it camie to the House, tile
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p)osition was that once tile land had been
offered for sale and not sold, then automati-
cally, after the expiration of three mnouths
from the date of the order, it passed over
to the Crown, and, what was worse, it
passed over, as provided in the clause, "free
fromn all enc-umbrances, and the estate, right,
title, interest, claim, or demand of
any person whomsoever," so that nobody
would have the opportunity of getting it
restored, as it were, to its former position.
because the expiration order automatically
forfeited tile land to the Crown. That cer-
tainly s eemed a weakness in the interests
not only of the road board concerned, hut
in respect of those who might have any in-
terest in the land. It was only fair to pro-
vide for a final notice being given during
that period of three months, so that there
would be the opportunity for the land to be
restored to its former position on the pay-
mnent of the rates. I am not going to raise
any objection to the amendment, but I think
it should go in at the beginning of the para-
graph, instead of at its conclusion.

Hon. V. Hamerstey: Should not the
notice he by registered letter?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might 'with
advantage be sent through the registered
post.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: ft has beent
complained that there is in the Bill no pro-
vision ensuring that the notice shall be re-
ceived by the owner or mortgagee. But in
the amendment there is a double precaution;
in the first place, the board has to notify
all persons concerned, while the Crown Soli-
citor also has to issue notices.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANIE: I am not
satisfied that the Conunittee are in accord
as to the giving of notice. The road boards
have expressed objection to it. Anyhow,
it can he dealt with in another way.

Hon. 0- FRASER: I do not know that
we should be greatly concerned over tha
form of notice. The owners will be noti-
fied by the road board secretaries that the
rand is being put up for sale. If we are
going to give special notice to the owner,
it should be given before the land is put
uip for sale, for it i8 of no use notifying the
owner after somebody else has had oppor-
tunity to buy the land.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. Mf. MACFARLANE: I nrc4-a
That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes . . -. - 7

Noes .. is. . 1

Majority against

lRon. C. F. Baxter
non. .7..7. Holmes
H-In, 3.11!. liacfarlnne
Mon. H. S. W. Parker

lion. E. H. Azigelo
Hion, L~. 13. Bolton
Hon. J7. 11, Drew
Hon. 0. 0, Elliott
lHon. 0. Fraser
Wfooi. S H. Gray
Hon. 0. WV. Miles

Avx.'
Hon. HL J. Telland

.

y~s.
Hon. H. BeddeD

Hon,- H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hlamareley

i (Teller.)

Hon. R. . Moore
Han. J7. N~icholsonl
Han. H. V. Ples..
Hon. 0. B3. Wiliuams

IHon. (Y. H. Wittenoom
Mon. A. Thomnf

I No.
1Hon. W. H. Kitsn

Motion thus negatived.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That in subparagraph (iv) the word "or,"
in line 39, be deleted, and the word "and" be
inserted in lieni.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That there be inserted after subparagraph
(iv) a further subparagraph, as foliows:-

" the amiount of the rates in respect of
which the said order was made remains un-
paid after the expiration of notice in writ-
ing of not less than one month, or more than
three months given by the Crown Soliczitor,
to every person appearing by the records in
the Office of Titles, or the Registry of Deeds,
or the Department of Lands and Surveys to
have any legal or equitable estate or interest
in thle said vacant land at the address of
such person appearing on the records afore-
said, that unless the amount of the said rates
is paid within the period specified in the
notice the said land is liable to become -vested
absolutely in ]His Majesty, or.'

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment on the amendmnt-

That after "writing,'' in line 3, the words
"by registered post" he inserted.

Hon. G. FRASER: I cannot see any
advantage in having the notice sent by regis-
tered post. It means extra work and extra
cost, without any advantage.

lion. V. Hamersley: We want to be sure
of its reaching the owner.

Hon. 0. FR AS ER: You can be quite sure
of that.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You get a receipt for
the registered letter.
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Hon. 0. FRASER;: But you hare 11o
proof of its delivery.

Hon. J. If. Macfarlane: You can get
proof by applying to the Post Office.

Ron. G1. FRASER: That would meani
further expense. it is just as sntisfactory
to use the ordinary post in a case like this
as the registered post. If the addressee
does not receive the communication it is re-
turned to the sender. I do uot know that
the change warrants either the expense or
the trouble that would be put upon the
department.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is a custom to
notify electors when they have been struck
off the roll. Very often the notices are not
received. People are informed that they
have been sent out, but the notice itself
frequently fails to come to hand. When
the elector goes to the poll he finds that his
name is not on the roll. All such notices
should be registered. The same thing can
occur in the case of mortgages of property
that we are now dealing with. They may
learn that the property has reverted to the
Crown, but may never have received any
notice of the intending transfer. Some de-
finite record should be available to show
that the notice has been posted by the road
board officials.

Hon. GI. Fraser: The correspondence book
should show that.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed;- the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T mio'e an
amendment-

That in paragraph (b) the words "subjet
to compliance with the provisions of paraL
graphs (a) and (b) hereof," inserted by, a
previous committee, be struch out.

Amendment put and passed;: the clause.
as further amended, ared to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
menits.

BILL-GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMIENT.

Second Beading.

lDebatc resumed from 8th November.

HON. 02. B. WILLIAMS (South)
[5.35]: 1 generally support anything that
will help anyone, or any section of the tax-
payr, provided the members of the indus-

try concerned can put uip a good case. I
have never voted against anything that ,I
thought would help people to carry the
State and the Con1iiLonwealth along, and
have particularly supported the producers.
On this occasion I am forced to support the
Bill before the Rouse. Although I repre-
sent a goiddelds province, I maintain that
the measure does not go far enough. I
understand that Mr. Cornell proposes to
move an amendment when in Committee,
but I hope he will not go on with it. Al-
though the State has borne the brunt of
compensation for sick miners, actually the
mine-owners themselves should have been
made to shoulder the responsibility. No
member of Parliament can say what the lia-
bility to the State may be in generations to
come. There are now 10,000 mna employed
in the industry, either on wages o1r engaged
in prospecting, etc. Various Acts govern-
ing the industry cover the largest propor-
tion of that number of employees. In six
or eight years' time the mining industry
may be back -where it was three years ago,
and may he employing only 2,000 men. The
State, however, will have to face the lia-
bility for the 8,000 men who will have gone
out of the industry. Under the laws of the
country if any of these men develop any
form of miners' phithisis, they will be en-
titled to conipensation from the employer
or the Statc. That liability is unknown.
T admit that Mr. Cornell knows as much
about mining as I do. He was in the fore-
front of the union movement on the fields
when I was a boy. Probably I received
some of my education at his hands. I can-
not, however, follow him in his amendment.
He seems to want to localise thiis tax in
somre way.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is altered.
Ron. C. B. WILLIAMS:- I do not want

any amendment, unless it is to make
the tax higher. The industry can pay much]
more than Is. 4d. in the pound on 'profits.
Let me take the taxation the 14,000 employ-
ees in the industry are paying uinder the
flinancial emergency measures. If the av-
erage is 6d. in the pound the amount must
run into many thousands in the ease of the
wages men. They have no exemptions so
far as the basic wage is concerned. They
have to pay from 4d1. to 9d., and a fair
average would be 6d. in the poiud.
Mining is mostly on contract or piece-
work, and generally the men receive far
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above the basic wage, even though that be
at the expense of their health. The Govern-
ment expect to receive Es80.lOO front the tax
onl profits. I estitmate that they already
receive, onl the basis of 6d, in the pound from
the 10,000 wage earners in the industry,
appovrnnel are00 a year. And yet the

Govenmen areonly seeking to raise
£80,000 from the mining companies. They
are being vet,) lenient to them. I1 read a
leading article in the "I golrMinler."
This took to task somec menmbers of another
Jplace for their attitude towards this tax.
T[le "Kialgoorlie Miner"' forgets that when
mtining was at a low ebb the State guaran-
teed one mine about a quarter of at million
of money. The Government paid in actual
cas-h to the Glolden Horseshoe Company
approximately £60,000, and about £75,000 to
the Sons of Owalia Mines. if the increased
price of gold had not put the industry on
its feet, and the depression had still come
upon01 us, the taxpayers would have had to
make good those amounts. Furthermore, the
Golden Horseshoe would have closed down.
and the same thing would have applied in
the. case of the Sons of Gwalia. But for the
hacking of the State and the increase in the
price of gold the Wiluna mine would have
been in a bad way. It was floated as a £2
per ton proposition, hut has never gone
above 28s. or 30s. per ton,. The mine would,
of course, have closed dIown. That is a Jere-
mniah point of view. The State, howe~ver,
would have had to stand the loss of half a
million pounds. That is to say, the other
p~roduceers and the community wonid have
had to foot the bill. Fortunately the State
has not had to worry about the mining indus-
try, onily- about the wheat, butter and stock
producer.s. As I have already said, the
workers in the mining industry of Western
Austnalia will contribute about £65,000
annually onl an average contribution of 6id,
in the pound. The lowest rate is 41/2d., and
the highest is 9id. The majority of the
workers, will pay above 6d., being onl piece-
work, and paying onl the basis of their earn-
ings. I fail to understand how ainy hon.
memlber either of this Chamber or of an-
other place can want to reduce the amount
of tax payable by the mines. Uip to 1933
there were only nine mining companies in
this State paying dividends, and they have
agreed that this new tax is fair. I should
think they would acknowledge that, seeing

that the rate is only Is. -4d. in the pound
oil profits, while probably 40 to 50 per cent.
of the employees will be pay, ing 9id. in the
pound onl their earnings. I do not know
whether the Bill safeguards the position as
regards companies pay ing back capital to
their shareholders. 1in that respect I can
gfive two illustrationis. FLasL year the South
Kalgorli mine lpaid back £02,501 capital,
apart from dividends. Have the Government
made sure that the Bill safeguards that posi-
tiomn, so that companies will not return the
whole of their share capital to the share-
holders and thus par no dividends and con-
sequently no tax under the BillI If coin-
patties pay back share capital, will they
be taxed Is. 4d. in the pound onl such repay-
ments as profits earned? That should be
made quite clear, because it is a highly inl-
portant phase of the question. To show that
no member of Parliament should interfere
with the Bill on the plea. of leniency-the
mneasure is most lenient-I quote a statement
published on the 29th May last in the
"Financial News" of London. It refers to
a South African company, operating on the
Rand, which made a profit for the year of
£2,1008,813. The company had paid no divi-
dends for five years, but the South African
Government said, "The State requires some-
thing of your profit," and took no less than
£1,063,481. Thus the company's proft for
the year was reduced to £945,332. It canl-
not be said that the Western Australian
Government, which is supposed to be a sort
of red Government-

Honl. J. .1. Holmes: Who said that?
lion. C. B. WILLIAMS: The bon. mem-

ber has said it repeatedly.
Hon. J. Cornell: I do not think the hon.

member went beyond pink.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-

ber and I disagree as to the difference be-
tween pink and red. Western Australia's
present Government is a Labour Govern-
mieat, one of those red Governments, next
,door to Communntt, so it i s said,
and still the Western Australian, Gov-
ernment ask the mining companies to
contribute only £C80,000 for the Current
year. Nine companies, as I previously
indicated, will pay that taxation. Now
I wish to quote some fig-ures recently ad-
duced in the Arbitration Court as to capital
and share values of and dividends paid by
Wetern Autstralian mining companies-
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TABLE SHOWING GOLD MINING COMPANIES OPERATING IN WVESTERN AUSTRALIA. WITH COMPUTATIONS SHOWING TUE MARKET INCREASE IN VALUE OF SHIAREPS
ALSO DIVIDENDS DISTRIBUTED, WITH PERCENTAGE OF PROFITS TO CAPITAL EMPLOYED, Er.

(Flgure extracted from the " Financial News. published In London, and from records supplied by the Government Statistician of Western Australia, and also from like~ Companies' Ilgloter
IIn the Supreme Court of Western Australia.)

Market 11 Ivlde.&l Paid to 1SIt 1)ccemtwr. Inuterium Dsclared Profli.
Issed AUQuotation, Mlarket in- Dividends

NamIsue Autor Copn. e aid-up r e Valve of Creased _____________ _________ Paid ___________________
OfCaptal 6e months

hame Capital 1.tAn Shares Market 6mnh

19.34. Isud.9ae 1929. j1030. 1931. 1932. 1933..30/6/34. 1030. Jo31. 1932. 1.3

£ -£ 1 x P.C. £ 9S9-37 p~c.) 19-37 pc.) (2812 pic. (281,2 pic) (93S7 pc.)
Great Boude 2/- 250,000 233,333 15/- 1,749,097 650 21,875 ... 21.875 05625,6 ,2 21,875

Propty., Ltd
(6094 p.c.) (18 23 poc.) (6074 P. (78-44 P.C..)

(I10 pc. (4 08 p.C.) (12 p..) Ast. Aust. Sig. Btg.
[Ake Viw ad 4/- 580,000 500,000 315/- 4,900,000 776 ... ... ... 6,0 270,000 67.600 38,900 102,118 284,140 4,39,30' oStar, Ltd 1 (10 pc) (0 p.c.) (20pC)0
sons of (Iwaia, 10/- 350,000 162,500 52/- 845,000 420 ... ... ... 16,250 48.750 32,00

Ltd. t

Wilunoidilnes, 20/- 1,600,000 1,200,000 88/6 3,010,000 317 ... ... ... ... I ... 4~. 25O0 . .. 3,8
Ltd. Mist. 3Ltda (33 P.c.) (10-6 p.C.) (16 pc.)

Golden Horseshoe 3/- ... 185,000 5/- 276,000 01 .... '55,000 27,500 27,600
(Ne.). Ltd.

(14 P.C.) (24 -8 Rec.) 374 16,635
Associated Gold 4- 1000 3,00 78 2,000 918 ... ... 14,844 20,,68 ... ~jc. (718 P6c.

Mines of W.A. Sig. Big.
(New). Ltd.

( 18-75 e~. (44-7 pt.)
North KalgurlI 2/- 100,000 100.0 23/3 1,162,500 6062 ... ... ... ... 18,750 ... ... ... ... 44,77u)

(11) t.(10 P.C.) (20 p.c.) (30 pC.) (30 pc.) Sg
Bloulder Persever- 1/- 125,000 124.793 4/0 561,508 iS50 12,479 ... ... 24,959 37,488 37,438

auce, Ltd.

Boulder Persever- Notes 36,045 10 Pc. 10 years pr ot sharilg notes. ... (74. P.C.) 2896
once, Ltd.

oaths Kalgurli ... 10/- . (re .. .. ... (25 p.c.) (25 p.c.) (25 p...) (50 p.c.) (150 p.c.) (20 P.C.)

Cosisol, Ltd. (new) 5/.. 150,000 62.5011 20/6 368.781 490 31,250 31,250 11,250 -125,000 t03O,750~ 12,500

-Includes returns of capital ; olden Horseshoe (Sew), Ltd.. £55,000 ;South lKalgrII Costs., Ltd., £62,500. Icue ou,£120- Includes bonus, 131.260.
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III reference to the table there are some
facts to be pointed oit. The Wiluna com-
pany, in addition to paying dividends, re-
paid an amrount of £250,000 guaranteed ori-
ginally by the State Government and sub-
sequently by the Federal Government. The
Golden Hlorseshoe Mine was sold to the Lake
View Company. As regards the Associated
Gold Mines, this owned a subsidiary
company operating in the United States
or Canada. Five lor six years ago,
the Western Australian company was
cut adrift by the parent company, which
said, "~You must carry on on your own."
The North Kalgnrli, as you, Mr. President,
and Mfr. Cornell know much better than I do,
did rio mnining at alt for a period of 20 years,
hut tile leases were worked by tributers.
Since the price of gold went up, the com-
pany have been fairly prosperous, and have
developed the mine with their own capital.
The Boulder Perseverance represent a corn-
p~icated position. The company issued de-
bentures and those who were fortunate
enough to invest in them received 50 per
cent. profit for a peiriod of about ten years.

Hon. H1. S. W. Parker: When does that
arrangement expire?9

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS. Next year. We
know the troubles the company passed
through before tire new concern was
floated. The old company went on tri-
bute about 1913 or 1914. The property
was offered for sale at £60,000.' Thus
the reconstruction was a pretty good job.
No one need worry about these companies
in view of the figures I have quoted. In
fact, it should be realised that the corn-
panics are getting out of it very lightly
indeed.

Hon. J,1 J. Holmes: You want to wratcht
those refunds of capital.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMTS: Yes. I have
been thinking about that. The Labour
Party are too sincere. Having to work for
their living, members of that party do not
worry about finance, and that is what I
am concerned about, However, that is the
position regarding the mining companies.
Then there is thle Lake View and Star, Ltd.
That company, up to the end of June la-st,
showed a profit on the years working of
£f400,2-38. 1 want to deal with the question
of miners' phthisis compensation, The com-
pensation paid during 1933-34 amounted to
£C65,825.

Ron. J, J. Holmes:- That was about the
samie as during the previous Year.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes; £60,042
was paid out in 1932-33. Since the year
1925.26, £49,416 has been paid out by the
State. That expenditure represents a dead
loss to thle State in carrying that burden
of the mining industry. That was paid at
a time when the industry was not in a satis-
factory condition. That was why I read out
the record of the profits made by the vari-
ous mines, to -show that they are not now
in that unsatisfactory position, even though
they have had to pay, roughly, 10s. per week
per man for all insurance purposes.
The State will be faced with practically the
same total expenditure for the current year.
On top of that, there is the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund, which is a contributory scheme
to which the employers, the employees and
the Government contribute on an equal
basis. Payments to that scheme cost the
State during 1933-34 £9,672, and since
1925-26 the total contributions by the State
have amounted to £52,453. Alt that money
has gone west, except, of course, that thle
Government could take the profits of the
State Insurance Department and set them
off against that expenditure. Nevertheless,
last year £75,000, in round figures, was
spent by the State under these two headings
on account of men who had lost their health
in the mining industry.

lHon. J. Corniell: A lot of that money
was taken from Loan funds.

Hfon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not worry
where it came f rom; the money has been
paid. I defy you, Mr. President, or any
member of Parliament to say what this will.
cost the State in future years. No man can
say what the wealth at present being pro-
duced from the gold mines will cost West.
era Australia. The Government Actuary
could not give any exaet computation. At
present there are 10,000 men employed in
the mining industry. Should the price of
gold fall, and the mugs who have investod,
their capital in sby-poo mining syndicates
lose their money, the industry will fall fiat,
and goodness knows how many men will he
thrown back on to the labour market. Even
though the industry should continue in its
present prosperous condition for 10 years
or mnore, annually a number of the workers
will be taken Out of the industry because ol
the condition of their health and the StatE
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will have to contribute towards their sup-
port. They may be taken from the mines
when suffering from silieosis in the early
stages but inevitably in 15 years, perhaps
sooner or perhaps later, those men will de-
velop the disease in its advanced stages tnd
will be entitled to full compensation.

Hon. J. Cornell: Every foot the mine goes
down, the risk is increased.

Hlon. C. B. WILLIAMS: When they
reach that stage the men will be entitled to
£750 each, and although the mining industry
at that time may he defuneE, the State will
have to pay that money to the men. In
view of the possible liability the State will
have to undertake in the years to come, it
is urgently necessary that we collect every
shilling we can from the industry at pre-
sent. Even though the collections should go
ito Consolidated Revenue for a period of

10 years, and £100,000 or more is recovered
in excess of the requirements under the
M1iniers' Phithisis Act, the State should see to
it that as much of this revenue as possible is
collected so as to provide for the contingen-
cies of the future. Medical mien have de-
clared that if a mian has been for six or
eight years in a mine, it is a miatter of cer-
tainty that he will contract miners' com-
plaint in the primary stage. Members will
see what an enormous liability the State will
have to undertake in the end.

H 'on. J. Cornell: The3' will realise it in
due course.

Hfon. C. B. W~LLI.AMS:- I realise it now.
No matter itow~ honest and sincere the Mines
Department inty be, and how sincere and
honest the mine owners may be, as the mines
reach greater depths the conditions become
increasingly difficult. Eight years ago the
average life of a m1iner was 52. What mnust
the average age be to-day when mnines are
down nearly 4,000 feet in vertical depth,
and when the rock temperature alone
is nearly as high as the regulations
permuit? Despite all the ventilation ar-
rangements and so forth, healthy con-
ditions cannot be expected at such
depths. Therefore the State will have to
face an increasingly difficult position. I
regard the Bill as a gresture on the part of
the companies and evidence of their willing-
ness to pay the tax. In view of the profits
I have read out, the tax will not he a hard-
ship to them. It will relieve the State from
some of the responsibility of payment for
the wastage of human life in the industry.

Under an Act that has been a (lead letter for
miore than two years, the State has to pay
out large amiounts, but the statistics I have
read show that the decreased amount paid
out la-st year miust be accounted for either
by the death of some of the in, the re-
marriage of their widows or by the
fact that the children have reached the
:ige limiit. Under the Mine W"orkers'
Relief Act the payments increased from
£3,372 in 1932-33 to £9,672 in 1933-34. That
increase is explained by the augmented
nuniher of mien employed in the industry. I
in durstand that there is a suryplus of £:20,000
odd in the Mine Workers' Belief Fund, but
how long will that money last? When the
mnining industry slunips, the State will have
to shoulder the increased burden,' and what
will happen then? It is because of this
that I do not want any memyber to amend
the Bill. I do not even agree with the
amendment suggested by Mr. Seddon to
restrict the operations of the Bill to 12
mionths, unless hie can give tue a satisfactory
explanation of his reasons. Iii 12 mionths'
timie there may be many more mines on the
dividend-paying basis. Should that lie so,
the State should he entitled to the extra
mioney. I sincerely trust the Bill will be
ag-reed to as it stands, aind I want niemnbets
l.o realise the financial liability that the Stare
will haFve to shoulder in the future.

Sitting suspended fromz 6.15 to 7.30 p-om.

HON. A. THOMSONf (South-East)
1 7.30]: 1 congratulaite the Government on
having introduced the Bill. I have only
one fault to find with it, namely, that it
does not go far enough. The figures quoted
;iY the Chief Secretary were certainly very
intere.9tinlg and educational to most; of us.
Few Of us realised the enormious amiount
that the M-%iners' Phthisis Act wais costing the
State.

H-on. K. G. Moore: 'Not as mnuch as the
Agrqicultural Batik.

H-oin. A. THOMSON: It has been said
th-il the mining industry, through disease,
takes a greater toll of human life Elm,. does
any other industry in the world, and one
sotnetinmes wonders whether, in view of the
enormous amount of suffering, the industry
is worth while.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is trite to-
da IY.



[13 NOvEMBERm, 1934.] 1265

lion. A. THOMSON: I do not wish my
friends from the goldfields to think that I
am attacking rtme industry. It really placed
Western Australia on the map some 40
years ago, and attracted many of us to this
State, and it is still a great asset to the
State. The figures show that the cost to the
State under the 2liners* Phthisis Act has
been £418,165, the figure for last year hav-
ing been £76,805. The industry at present is
providing a much-needed fillip in the shape
of employment. I was impressed with on.!
remark by 1Mr. Williams, that though the
industry is flourishing at present, we do not
know what it will cost the State in a few
years' time. I hope Mr. Cornell's proposed
amendment will not be carried.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why?
Hon. A. THOMSON: If the industry de-

clines, as imust happen sooner or later, the
State will have to foot the bill, as it has
done for a number of years. The proceeds
of the tax will be paid into revenue, and it
would be better to leave tile money in the
hands of the Government. I agree with part
of Mr. Seddon's proposed amendment,
naiely, that the measure should continue in
force for one year and no longer. That
would enable the House to review the posi-
tion each year. I strongly support M~r.
Williams's remark that we might have ob-
tained a little more from this very prosper-
ous industry. During the past five years
ant average of 90 miners have been inmates
of Wooroloo Sanatorium, and the average
cost to the State has been £100 eaech. I re-
gr et that the industry has been the cause of
so many Then having had( to seek treatment
in the sanatorium.

Hon. J. Cornell : They wecre men who had
aot worked ill the industry for some years.

Hon. A. THOMSON: But the industry
was responIsible for their condition. Re-
vently a deputation representing miiners in
the settlement at Southern Cross wvaited onl
thle Government and pointed out that,
through having remained on the land, they
tiad forfeited their right to relief under the
.%iners' Phthisis Act. They had not been
a shrewd ats some of the other miners who
joined the settlement. Let me point out
how favoured are the unfortunates ia the
g~ldmining industry. This is the only in-
dustry for whlich the Government have made
provision for the wives and families of those
w'vi- ontract disease in the course of their

employment. The Health Act provides that
if at nail is suffering- from tubercular trouble,
lie may not work in a butcher's or baker's
shop. Such a man may be driven out of the
calling he has followed all his Life, and he
has no redress. N provision whatever is
made for him or his dependants. For those
engaged in the mining industry, however,
provision is made under the Miners' Fhithisis
Act. I take no exception to that, but I can-
not help pointing out that the Act is one of
the most humanitarian measures ever ap-
p)roved by Parliament. Mining is the only
occupation for which such provision has been
made. To those who may be opposed to tax-
ing the profits of goldmining companies, I
reply that we should ensure that the State
is not deprived of its just dues. Govern-
menits, past and present, have been very sym-
pathetic to the mining industry, as well as
to other industries, but the figures quoted
by the Minister speak for themselves. Dur-
ing eight ycal a, the total revenue received
from tile goldmaining industry was £242,080,
whereas the State paid, by way of subsidy
for water and other services to the industry,
£3,379,553. The sovereign to-day is worth
over £2; in other words, its value has appre-
ciated by 100 per cent.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Sonmc people have
not seen a sovereign.

Honi. A. THOMSON: To our child-
ren, it would probably be a curiosity.
It is not within our province to increase
the proposed rate of tax, but, in view of
the difficulties through which the State is
passing, the industry should pay a little
more than is proposed under this measure.
True, the estimated proceeds of the tax will
show a small margin over and above the
amount to he paid under the Mliners' Phthi-
sis Act, hut at this stage efforts should be
miade to provide for the rainy day that
must inevitably come.

Hon. J. Cornell: You could do that in
only one way-the way I suggest.

Hon. Ai. THOMSON: That may be so.
I might even support the hall. membeitr's
amendment, but, as it stands, I cannot say
that I favour it. During the present gold
mining boom an effort should be made to
establish a fund from the money derived
from this tax, over and above what is actu-
ally needed, and from that fund it should be
possible to meet the commitments in the fu-
tire of what we might call thle victims of
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the mining industry. The Bill is a Step in
the right direction, Very few realise the
enormous tax the industry has imposed
upon the people Of Western Australia. No
one wants to employ those who have been
unfortunate enough to contract any of the
miiners' diseases, because they are too weak.
Moreover, I should also like to see provi-
sion made for others who suffer from simi-
lar complaints, though not contracted as
the result of working in the mines. Whilst
I give my support to the Bill I regret that
we are not getting a little more out of this
flourishing industry.

EON. E. H. ANGELO (Nsorth) [7.48]: 1
intend to support the Bill which imposes a
very moderate tax on the gold mining indus-
try. lIon, members have been complaining
that this new taxation baby of tbe Gov-
erment is only a small one. Those mem-
bers need not worry; the history of all taxa-
tion babies is that they grow rapidly. There
is not one tax that has been imposed
that has not grown from small pro-
portions. I should like to see it grow
if the industry can stand it, to create a
fund for the purpose mentioned by mem-
bers, namely, to relieve those men who suf-
fer from following this vocation. I am sur-
prised that somne taxation has not been in-
troduced by way of say a stamp duty on
the transfer of mining scrip.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is about time, too.
Hon. E. Hf. ANGELO: A small tax is im-

posed, but only when scrip certificates are
handed over for the first time, or when
registered. Some of those certificates, how-
ever, change hands time after time, and the
Government get nothing on the transfers.
The effect would be to curtail, or perhaps
handicap, a lot of the wild-cat flotations, not
only in Western Australia, but in other
parts of Australia. Such a tax might have
the effect of mininmising this trouble.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: They would still
pass the scrip.

Hon. E. U1. ANGELO: There should be
stamp duty on all the scrip that goes
through the Stock Exchange.

Hon. H. Seddon. But all sales take place
in Adelaide.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: There are also
many here. As suggested the other even-
ing, a company should be compelled to have
a registered office in this State. It is sur-
prising that mining scrip can be handed

from one to another without the State de-
riving any benefit from the transaction.
We impose a tax on bookmaker's tickets, and
Sheir transactions are no greater gambles
than are many of those in scrip on the
Stock Exchange. That would be another
means by which the Government could raise
revenue. In the meantime I intend to sup-
port the proposed very moderate tax.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central-in reply) [7.52]: Mr. Sed-
don attacked this Bill on various grounds.
He says that it is sectional taxation, and
that the mining industry is singled out for
it. The principle is no new one, for the
financial emergency cut in salaries aind
wages enforced throughout Australia was in
reality sectional taxation. The gold min-
ing industry is a distinctly sectional indus-
try, though admittedly a valuable one, and
one that was responsible for the filrst great
step in Western Australia's progress. But,
unlike many other primary industries, it
rep-resents a disappearing asset. In West-
ern Australia some centuries may elapse be-
fore its end comes, but the day will eventu-
ally dawn when it will be no longer profit-
able to take gold out of the earth in Ithis
State. The same may be said of the coal
mining industry but, besides an annual
rental, there is provision for a royalty ont
coal of 3d. a tont for the first ten years of a
lease and 6id. per .ton. thereafter.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is that being col-
lected 7

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Only 3d.
par ton by reason of the fact that if 6id.
were collected the additional 3d. would still
go back to the company under an arrange-
ment in connection with the purchase of
coal. The previous Government came to the
conclusion that no good purpose would be
served by increasing the rate of royalty.

Eon. A. Thomson: The Government themn-
selves would have to pay it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would be
an additional cost, and that would have to
be taken into account in connection with
the price fixed. When gold is found asso-
ciated with any other mineral on land held
under a mineral lease, royalty at is%. per
ounce is payable, provided the gold is not
in sufficient quantities to make it the most
profitable prodnct of the lease. If gold is
the most profitable product and the lessee
desires to retain the land as a mineral lease,
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at royalty of 10s. per ounce of fine gold rv-
covered is payable. There is also a royalty
payable in connection with oil leases, being
5 per cent. of the output of any wvells or
bores for the first five years, and thereafter,
10 per cent. Royalty is another namec for
taxation and for sectional taxation. The
gold mining industry, as we know it, pays
no royalty. It gets a lease for s. per acre
for the first 12 months, and] after that it
pays £1 an acre. The great mines in West-
ern Australia are paying no more than £1
an acre to-day.

Surely at a time like this when every
other industry is suffering, and when the
price of gold has doubled, such a prosper-
ouis industry as the gold mining industry
should contribute a little more than it has
contributed in the past to the coffers of the
State. South Africa, and I am informed
Canada and New Zealand, echcl imposes a
tax on gold production. Western Australa
is, therefore, the only large gold producingm
British eountry where a tax onl gold has not
so far been imposed.

WhTen the mining industry was in trouble,
different Governments went to its rescue.
[ have already told hon. members the ex-
tent to which the price of water was re-
duced when the mines were finding it difli-
cut& to make ends meet, and the loss made
uip from Mines Development Vote. I re-
ferred to the cost of the Goldfields Water
Scheme, but I regret that in the figures,
which I gave and which were supplied by
the department concerned without a know-
ledge as to the purpose for which they were
required-I regret they included the exten-
sions in the agricultural areas. This state-
inent has now been supplied-

The bulk of the Loan expenditure was f or
thle provision of the actual goldfields water
supply. Agricultural extensions are only made
with small 1ian. and 2iii pipes, and hare not cost
more titan £60,000. 'Main pipes were large
enough to provide for all reqluirements without
extra provision to meet the needs of agricul-
tural extensions. The provision of water to the
agricultural districts has enabled the Depart-
ment to refrain from charging higher rates to
the gold fields.

I referred to the fact that for three yvears
the Government paid the premiums for
insuring miners under the Workers' Coin-
pensation Act, representing a total amount
of £83,155, that thie amo unt paid by the
Government since the Act was Jptsied totals

£418,000, and that the outstanding liabili-
ties are estimated at 9344,000. The Gov-
ernment also showed their concern for the
gold mining industry by guaranteeing- one
company £51,500 and another, in conjunc-
tion with the Commonwealth, to the extent
of £300,000. In both cases the companies
met their obligations and discharged the
liabilities. That assistance was rendered
by the Government in times of adversity.
But if tile State had done none of tbese
things for the gold mining industry, it
would, in view of the higb price of gold,
still have a claim to impose on gold mining
companies a tax on their net profits, es-
pecially when it is a tax which will still
leave them 5d. in the pound lower than the
maximum imposed on individuals and syn-
dicates, who are engaged in commercial or
other business undertakings. Mr. Sod-
dIon says a tax imposed in the form
of icreased premiums in connection with
the industrial diseases section of the
Workers' Compensation Act would have
been a better mnethod to adopt. I am sur-
prised at such a suggestion coming from
Mr. Seddon. The impost on some mines
might he too great. A mine which was
making only a small profit would have to
pay as much tax per employee as the mine
which was making huge profits. It nuist
not be forgotten that the majority of the men
now receiving miners' phthisis compensa-
tion were infected prior to the inaugura-
tion of the fund under the Third Schedule
of the Workers' Compensation Act. Hence
the fund, so far, has been called upon to
meet only a portion of the burden. Liabil-
ities are still accruing, but experience alone
can tell whether the accumulation now tak-
ing place will prove sufficient to meet future
obligations. The positioni, therefore, is that
the fund is being built up to meet accru-
ing liabilities, and mecantime, we arc pay-
ing compensation for disabilities due to the
inaction of miany previous years. At the
present time, our total liability on cases
under the Miners' Phthisis Act is estimated
at £350,000. Compensation paid during
the nine y-ears ended 30th June last
amounted to £410,417. In addition, we
have contributed £52,544 to the M1ine
Workers' Relief Fund during the same
period. We also have to meet incidental
expenditure connected with the examination
of miners, make a contribution to the Com-
monwealth Health Laboratory, and provide
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after-cuare for a number of invalided miners.
Commitments also have been entered into
in connection with miners' settlements, on
which there will he a heavy loss. But apart
from this, it is due from the companies we
propose to tax, that they shall, as I said
before, contribute, in this time of depression
and while they are enlaying high prices,
something which does not equal the maxi-
mumn rate at which syndicates and individuals
have to pay tax to-day. By making the tax
one on profit;, we are not increasing pro-
duction costs. An increase in the premium
rate under the Third Schedule of the
Workers' Compensation Act, or a tax on
production would increase cost;, and, as a
result, some mines might be forced out of
production, and prospecting would certainly
he discouraged. If the present favourable
position of the industry should collapse, the
removal of any impediment to a continu-
ance of activities must become a question
of importance to be determined by the cir-
cumstances at the time. The Bill has been
designed to do no more than this in a man-
ner that will inflict the least hardship. The
proposal was thoroughly considered by the
mining industry, and the justice of the con-
tribution recognised. It was considered by
the leading mining companies to be Most
equitable. Although some companies 'will
pay very much more than others, the bur-.
den will operate in proportion to their abil-
ity to pay.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will they have to pay
tax on return of capital and reserves 9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, I have
a note here. Whatever amount is credited
will be regarded as net profit.

Hou. G. W. Miles: I suppose Clause 0
will cover that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The very
phrase "net profits" means net profits.

Hon. J. Cornell: But return of capital is
not profits.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is another
word for dividends.

Hon- H. S. W. Parker:- They cannot re-
turn capital out of income.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We can
make inquiries into that phase.
Mr Seddon is anything but specific when he
says "certain goldfields districts, are stag-
nating for want of crushing facilities." I
should like to know where they are. Fre-
quently application is mande for the erection
of a State battery and investigation shows

that there are only a few shows. It is then
claimiedt there are only a few because of the
ladk of a battery. To try out the district
the Mines Department grant subsidies on
cartage of ore to the nearest State battery,
and sometimes to the nearest private battery.
So the prospector in the district affected is
in no worse position than hie would be if a
battery were in the district. These cartage
subsidies run from 6d, per ton per mile
(after the first 5 miles) up to 25 miles (12s.
6d. per ton), uip to 250 tons: the second
250 tons get a subsidy of 3d. per ton per
mile; the third 250 tons 2d. per ton, and then
250 tons at Id. per toit, and when 1,000 tons
hatve been so carted the subsidy ceases.

lIon. G, NV. Miles: Is that paid only up
to the first 25 miles

The CHIEF SECtiETAAY: There is nto
payment for the first five miles; up to 25
ilies it is 6d. By this time the prospector

should know his round and take up a lease,
or, if hie has already a lease, be should be
able to decide whether it is worth putting
in his own battery. WVhere ore is carted
over five miles to a railway siding, a carting
suhsidy is allowable at thle same rate on the
distance to the siding, plus railagc to the
nearest battery uip to a maximum of 12s. 6d.
per ton. After all this assistance, and after
1,000 tons have been taken out of a mine the
owner of the property ought to be in a posi-
tion to decide -whether he should go on and
erect a battery himself. He should not
expect the Government to pay out any
further p~ublic money in the testing of his
property. The erection of a Slate battery
to crush. perhaps only a few thousand tons
of ore, would be waste of public funds. The
methods adopted permit of a district being
proved, and when it is shown to justify erec-
tion of a State battery by the torniage and
promise of a district, then a battery is eon-
sidered. At the present time there have
been agitations for State batteries in many
different districts. Before investigations
have been completed, it has transpired that
the prospectors hod sold their shows to com-
panies which treated at their own plants,
and so the need for 'he battery disappeared.
The whole position has to be viewed in the
light of common sense end reason, Mr. Sed-
don is not justified in his criticism. The
hon. member is wrong again, when he says
that increased crushing facilities would
bring additional revenue to the Government.
While in recent years, and for the first
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time in their history State batteries have
shiown a profit on the treatment of tailings
purchased and treated, yet when the losses
on crushing charges, carting subsidies, and
loan mioneys on erection costs are consid-
ered, the systems shows a loss.

Mr. Cornell spoke as if this tax wouli
be a tax on the golddields people. It is not
the people of the goldifids, except a very
small percentage of them who enjoy the
benefits of the profits, and so they cannot
be hurt by the Bill. Those who are asked
to pay have willingly agreed to pay, and
that should be the end of this phase of the
argument.

Mr. Cornell suggests that to tax the 26
per cent. exchange rate would lie fair and
reasonable, because the public generally
would have returned to them somnething-
which they have created. That would lie a
logical act, he contended. It seems to me
it would be logic run mna.

Hon. J. Cornell: What I said was to take
padt of the premiums, as is done in South
Africa.

The CHIEF SECRETA.RY: That would
kill prospecting straight away.

Hfon. J. Cornell: If so, it is very easily
killed.

The CHIEF SECRETAREY: It would kill
propecting, for a man might have worked
his show for nine months of the year, and
in the remaining three months struck suf-
ficient gold to save him. from loss. That
man would have his premium taxed. Some
prospectors are unable to make a living out
of low grade ore now. Take away a sub-
stantial padt of his exchange--Mr. Cornell
tells us the whole of it belongs to the peo-
ple--and he would be an applicant for a
job on the relief works. This tax will not
injure prospecting, nor will it he felt by
those who have to bear it. M1r. Agnew put
the position well. at the recent annual meet-
ing of the Wiluna Gold Corporation Ltd.
A cabled report of the meeting appeared in
the "West Australian" of 29th Oc-tober. This
is an extract from the cable-

liondon, Oct. 26--The annual meeting of
Wihmna Gold Corporation, Ltd., was hdd to-
day. Mr. J. A. Agnew, the chairman, pre-
sided . .

Tax on profits relatively small-Speaking of
the tax on profits of mining companies which
he said appeared to have given rise to some ad-
verse criticism, and sonic little concern among
investors, Mr. Agnew pointed out that the
amount involved was a maximum of £80,000

Australian polunds yearly which wvas relatively
small. It was hoped that the mining com-*
panics' ready acceptance of this responsibil.ity
would to a great extent meet the argumrent of
those complaining that the iniing industry was
niot prepared to contribute to public funds
some share of the benefit it was at present en.-
joying.

Mr. Cornell says: "It is rather curious
that, at a time when the mining industry is
prosperous, we should consider a proposal
to tax the industry to the extent of £80,000."'

Hon. J, Cornell:- When did I say that!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.

member will find that in "Hunsard."1 It
would be more remarkable still to tax the
Industry at a time when it was not prosper-
ous, for that would he like pushing a man
when he was going downhill. M r. R. G.
Moore, a gold fields member made a remark-
able speech in favour of the Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about Mr. El-
liott's speech? He made an excellent one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes but he
went rather too far. Mr. Moore never
speaks without impressing members with
his breadth of mind. He would strongly
oppose a tax on production. In that he is,
on very sound round.

Hon. J. Cornell: When you are taxing
premiums you are not taxing production.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The effect
would he the samne. It -would be suicidal to
tax production, or to take away any of the
premimiums. which the mining industry en-
Joys. I have no doubt members will pass
this measure, and hope they will do so with-
ouL amendment.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

it Committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Chice
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.

Clause 5--Gold mining profits tax:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amnend-
ment-

That the following proviso be a~dded--" Pro-
vided that the proceeds of such tax shiall be
used for the purpose of defraying any Govern-
ment disbursements made under the Miner's.
Phthisis Act, 1923, and the M1ine Workers' Re-
lief Act, 1932, and for no other purpose.''

The industry is in a state of affluence and
ealn afford now to pay a tax on its profits.
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This is the first special tax of its kind ever
imposed in Western Australia. The main
reason for it is the amouint of money that
has been paid out inl tire Past by way of
compensation to those men whose health has
been injured in the industry. We have
agreed that the industry should be taxed.
Is it too much to ask that the money thereby
raised shall he spent in the specific direc-
tion outlined in the aniendment? If there
is any balanc over, it can be set apart ats
the nucleus for at fuind which can lie used
later if the industry falls from grace. It
is no new principle to tax mining to t-on-
pensate for tire wreckage that is brought
about by the operations of the industry, The
Union Parliament of South Africa imposed
such a tax 20 years ago. The industry
there has been contributing sufficient to pay
all the compensation due to the workers. It
is taxed on profits as Well as on the pre-
inums. If the Western Australian tax is
earmarked in the waty suggVested, it will shiow
the objects for Wich the induistry is to be
taxed.

Bon. C. 1B, WILLIAMS: I oppose the
aniendiment. The liability in respect of men1
engaged in the industry amounts to millions
of pounds. If the industry should go back
as it did three or four years ago, thme State
would have to face that liability. Many of
time mten now employed will contr act miiners
phtlnisiF, and will he succeeded by niany
others who, in turn, will contract the same
disease. Either the liability most be faced
or the Miners' Phthisis Act must be reptidi-
ated. Why tie time money up? Next year
there will probably be 12,000 men employed
in the industry, with an increased liability
of 2,000 men at the rate of £700 each, iri'e-
specti;'r of pensions involved.

The OmBEF SECRETARY: For many
years past the State has had to find large
sunas of money iii order to provide relief
for case-s of miners' phthisis. That money
has comne out of Consolidated Revenuie, and
tile accumulated liability is very large inl-
deed. If there is to be a tax, Consolidated
Revenue should be compensated to the extent
of that taxation. If, unhappily, the mines
suspenld operations or the goldfields should
become depressed again, there will be the
liability consequent on the present large
increase in the number of men employed in
thme industry, and that increased. liability will
lave to be met out; of Consolidated Revenue

-a liability incurred during a period of
prosperity'. The tax sholdid be allowed to
go ilto revenule, even though this Will not
make much1d difference to the Government.

Hon. H, SEDDON. The arguments of the
two previous speakers really support the
Wileridment. Should not we establish a fund
to bear thre first brunt of' the increased hia-
Ihitv ,!. Governments nmlight find themselves
inl a1 position Where relClIreC would not mneet
their ordiniary obligations, and so they might
he ture to repu)diate the obligaltion ini re-
81)uct of ruimiers' phithisis eases. Mr. Cor-
nell's amendment is inl the best interests of
the mii. The Government have been taking
L25,00(J per year out of the workers' conm-
pensation fund, and by utilising that amount
and the returns from this tax they could
prepare to meet the further liability men-
tioned bK' Mkr. 'Williams and the Chief Sec-
retary.

ffon. C. 1B. WILLIAMS: A,, regards
workers' comnpensation, the position is all
right wvhile the mines are working; but who
is to he responsible if they close down?
Again, wvhat will lie tire position, inl regar1
to workers' conipensartion, of mten who have
left thme mines for 12 mtonths? Arty wlair
working in the mnining industry for eight
years is absolutely certain to become dusted.
In the cmi the State has to carry the responi-
sibility. The Mine Workers' Relief Fund
d1id not linance itself uip to two years ago;
tire State had to find the deficiency uip to that
period, In fact, tire State hans had to find
sucwh deficiencies for 20 years. Thre proceeds
of' this fax ought not to be tied up.

Hion. H. S. AV. PARKER: I am opposed
to the idea of earmarking revenue for any
special purpose, Taxes should be paid into
gfenleral revenue, and used for the general
welfareC of the country at large. A habit is
arising of earmarking money, and invariably
Governments have to bring in amnending
legislation to enable them to use that money.
I have a vivid recollection of somewhat simi-
Isi' rermarks made by Mr. Cornell int regard
to amendmenut of the Forests Act, legis-
lation bWing introduced to permit the Gov-
ermnent to use money which had been
irreunlating for about nine years. No onle
suggests tant, for instance, the betting and
totalisator taxes should be earmarked for
the development of the racing indus-
try.). We trust that inl the n ear future
sei0nee Will do 'Something to alleviate
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the (dangers arising from miners'
pbithisis. In that case what would become
of the proceeds of this taxation? Would
they be allotted to the last survwivor?
Up to the present, the Government of the
day have always provided the funds neces-
sary for compensation. Miners' phtbisis is
not the only burden imposed on the Govern-
mnent by the gold mining industry. That
being so, the money should be used for the
general purposes of [lie State.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: Views such as those
expressed by Mr. Parker led to the unjfor-
tunate miner being placed in the position
lie is in to-day. I am obsessed with the deC-
sire to protect the interests of the miners
who suffer as a result of their employmvient,
and I regret that Mr. Williams has joined
issue with me on my amendment. Thirty'
years a go we commenced pointing out the
position that would arise in the miningi-
dustry, and now that it has taken on a lie",
lease of life and wve wish to do something
in the interests of the men suffering- from
miners' complaints, it is suggested that we
shall proceed along the same old path with-
out making any definite provision, simply
leaving the matter to the Government. 1,
want to start off on ai sound basis byv which
the industry shall contribute towards the
compensation payable to the hunman wreck-
age caused by it. There is no analogy be-
tween betting and mining, as suggested by
Mr. Parker. If [lie Committee are not pre-
par1ed to take a definite stand in this re-
spect, I shall at least have the satisfaction
of knowing that I have tried to do my job
in the interests of the miners. Few men
realise the appalling liability' with which
[he State will be confronted.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Mr. Cornell's
arguments have much to commend them, and
I would support him if I did not appreciate
the absolute futility of such an addition to
the Bill. If Government accounts were kept
in accordance with ordinary business
methods, it might be possible to create the
fund Mr. Cornell desires. We have an.)
number of instances in which Parliament
decided that money should be set aside for
particular purposes, but Governments have
made use of the funds through Consolidated
Revenue.

Hon. J. Cornell: If a private company
did that the directors would he in gaoll.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I admit that. The
position regarding the Forest.% Act has al-

ready beeni mentioned, and the Auditor Gen-
eral has pointed out that the profits made by
some State trading concerns have been paid
into Consolidated Revenue, instead of beingl
put as a set-off against losses on other con-
cerns, We remember the huge profits made
by the in.v. "Kangaroo," in the early stages
of her history. Those profits were not used
to pay off the cost of the ship, hut were used
as n contribution to Consolidated Revenue.
The anmendment will not be given effect to.
Under the Sale of Government Pro-
perI4y Trust Accounut, the State pur-
chaises r-equirenments out of loan rev-
cane, but the proceeds of sales effected
are paid into Consolidated Revenue.
Theni again the amiendment may act as
boomerang. If the industry were to decline
and the pr-ofits disappeared, the Govern-
mnent would say, "You set aside this tax for
this specific purpose, but there is not
enough for compensation. We shall have
to increase the taix or impose another tax."

Ido not think the amendnment will prove
effective.

lon. A. THOMSON: At the outset I w,
niot imnlressed by Air. Conl' amendment,
but after hearing his explanation and realis-
ig, what compensation cost the State last
year, it now appears to me that the amend-
menit is on sound lines. I can agree with
Mr. Angelo that what lie indicalted has hap-
pened in the past.

H~on. H. Seddon: And it is happening
now.

Honi. A. THOMSON: That is quite pos-
sible. As to the amendment having a
boonieranug effect, so long as the Miners'
Phithisis Act remains in force, it can have
no such effect. -Surely the should be a
sinking fund established to enable 'is to
meet the liabilities that will arise in the
future.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: If there is not
enough in the fund, bow will the liabilities
be met?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Treasurer will
find the necessary funds. I shall support
the amendment.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: While I was
impressed by Mir. Cornell's arguments, I
was more impressed by those of the Chief
Secretary, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Angelo.
£ can recall the imposition of the vermin
tax, from which bonuses were to be paid to
those engaged in the pastoral industry. in
that instance the fund was insufficient.. and
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the bonus paid for the destruction of dingoes Honl. H. SEDDJON: Although Treasurers
and foxes was reduced from £1 to 5s. Simi-
larly in this instance, if the tax should
not be sufficient, the amount payable
to -the men might have to be decreased.
If the Governmnent did benefit for a few
years, they would have the money available
later onl. 1 oppose the amendment because
it might have the boomerang effect sug-
gested.

Hon. 11. G. MOORE: I aml not concerned
whether the amendment is carried, although
I agree with the principle stated by Mr.
Cornell. The fact remains that the Gov-
ernment are committed to find a certain
amount under the Miners' Phthisis Act re-
gardless of what they get from this tax.
Probably the proceeds of the tax will be
more than sufficient to meet miners' phithisis
needs for some years, but there is no guaran-
tee that it will. Eventually it will not be
sufficient, If it could be shown that the
miners would benefit, I would support the
amendment. The most we can do for the
miners is thle least we ought to do.

Hall. L. B. BOLTON: Complaint has
been made that this is a sectional tax. The
industry is costing the Government £70,000
or £80,000 a year and it is only fair that
the industry i's its present prosperity shiould
pay. Other taxes have been imposed for
specific purposes, and its many instances the
money has been used for other things. I
support the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have been
highly amiused at the suggestion that a fund
should be created because in tenl years' time,
when the fund had mounted up, some Trea-
surver would raid it. It has been done before
and will he done again. Mr. Angelo referred
to the £211,000 profit made by the "Kan-
g-aroo." Instead of writing down the value
of the boat, the money was paid into Con-
solidated Revenue. The "Western Austra-
lia" was leased to the British Government
during the war at a high figure and at the
end of the wvar was; sold for a good price and
that money went into Consolidated Revenue.
If a fund of £50,000 or £60,000 were built
up, it would be a great temptation to a
needy Treasurer.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Would it be business-
like to allow such a fund to lie idle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No; and I
do not think it would be a criminal offence
for any Treasurer to use it.

have used msoney set aside for specific pur-
poses, it hase always been recognised that
those sums formed part of the loan expendi-
ture and should be restored. Much of the
increased loan expenditure incurred by the
Mitchell Governmsent was used to restore
funds that had been borrowed for temporary
use. Air. Cornell's suggestion is sounder
than it would be to take the proceeds of the
tax into revenue and leave a future Govern-
mient to bear possibly increased responsibili-
ties. The discussion has been a revelation,
and I hope the people will peruse "Hansard"
and glean some idea of the methods of hand-
ling public funds.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not so much
concerned about what Treasurers ight do
as I amn to establish a principle. After the
revelations we have had about raiding
Treasurers, is it any wonder that Mussolinis
arise? 'Mr. Parker referred to the revenue
uinder the Forests Act, but there is no
analogy between the twofunds. The money
taken into general revenue was, not needed
for sandalwood regrowth, because of the
inability to grow sandalwood, and Trea-
surers did the right thing by asking Parlia-
mnt to share the responsibility of paying
that portion of the forests revenue into the
general account.

Ron. G. W. MILES: I intend to oppose
the amendment, because it is side-tracking
the issue altogether to bring it forward.
As a matter of fact, it is immaterial whether
it is carried or not. The State has already
paid a considerable amount and Parlia-
ment has supported Mr. Cornell and other
members in passing legislation to protect
the miners. Goldfields members have never
previously suggested that the goldfields
should carry the whole of the burden.

Honl. J. Cornell: 1 have repeatedly urged
it.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Goldields members
are to be congratulated onl the support they
have given the Bill. A majority of them
have actually said the tax is not. high
enough; hut whether the amendment goes
in or not is immaterial. The money cannot
lie idle in the Treasury; the Treasurer
must make use of it.

Honl. C. G. ELLIOTT: A lot has been
said about the £419,000 for which the tax-
payers have been responsible, hut it is for-
gotten that since 1930 £70,000 has hanil
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taken from another fund, and it must not
be forgotten that at the inception of the
MAiners' l'htbisis Act, in 1923-26, no less
than £123,000 was set aside from the Comn-
monwealth Disabilities Grant. I agree
Elhat the payments by the Government have
been considerable. It has been stated that
the money to be received from this tax is
to be put into a fund, and that if there is
a balance, members have asked what is to
be done with it. I can suggest what can
bea done with it. Besides tile miners who
are protected and, receive compensation,
there are cases of those men suffering from
silicosis advanced and silicosis early. Thus
there will be plenty of opportunities for
the distribution of any balance there might
be. The men under the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund and the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act receive only £750 for their disabil-
ity, and when that is cut out in four or
five years' time they get at miserable allow-
ance of 25s. per week to keep themselves
and their wives; that, too, after paying a
premium of 9d. per week for perhaps 25
or 30 years. There are many records ofl
tragic instances associated with this disease
on the goldfields. Only the other day I
assisted at the burial of a man who, a few
years ago, was a splendid specimen, 6 feet
2 inches in height and weighing over 13
stone. When this unfortunate was buried
his weight was 51/ stone, due to the rav-
ages of this disease, So if there should be
a surplus from the tax, is it likely that it
will be permitted to lie idle? There will
be many opportunities of making just use
of it. The Bill is ostensibly for the pur-
pose of assisting sufferers from miners'
complaints.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is nothing in
the Bill to say so.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT: Thea why not be
honest and put it in the Bill? I hope the
amendment will be cardied.

Hon. 0. FRASER: The Chief Secretary
told us that if there is a surplus the Treas-
ury will get it, and now IAtr. Elliott tells
us that it should go to the men. I am not
afraid of either of those things happening,
but what I am afraid of is that if a fund
is created front any surplus, the greatest
chasers after it will be those who are con-
tibuting the tax, and an agitation will
start fromt those people for a reduction of

the lax, especially if the industry should
not be in as prosperous a condition as it it
to-day.

Hou. J. Cornell: The lion. member is
championing the cause of the capitalist.

Hon. GI. FRtASER: No, Ilam pointing out
the danger. Pressure wvill be brought to
bear to have the tax either reduced or re-
pealed.

Hlon. U. Wl. MILES: Are we in order ini
attemiptingr to put this amendment in the

BlTis is the assessment Bill for a tax
onl profits oin gold. It has nothing whatever
to do with miiners' phithisis, and I doubt
it we would be in order in inserting such
ail amendment. I should like your ruling,
Sir, as to whether the Amendment is in ac-
cord with time Title.

The OCHAIRMAN :I think the aluend-
mnt call be mloved, but if such anl amend-
ment be carried, it wvill be necessary to
amend the Title.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It seems to me the
amendmnent is entirely foreign to the Bill,
which has nothing whatever to do with
miners' phthisis, but is simply to impose a
tax onl goldmining profits. The mover might
just as wvell bring in an amendment under
which the Government would be directed
to pay a certain amount into a fund to con-
tinue the water supply to the goldfields.

The CHAIRMAN: I have stated my nul-
ing; thme amendment is quite in order.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .- - . .- 6

Noes -- . . -- 1

Majority against

A,
HOn., L. B. Salton
Hon. J. Cornell
HOn. C. G. Elliott

Hon. A. It. Clydesdale
Hon. J. Ma. Drew
Hon. G. Framer
Hon. V. Hamnerilay
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. H. S. WT. Parker

F,

.. 5

rue.
IHon. H. Seddon

HOD. A. Thomson
Hon. R. G. More;

(Tele)

zEa.
HOn. H. V. Pies's
HOD. H. Tuckey
Hoo. C. 19. Williams
Hon. C. H. Witten..n
Hon. E. H. Angelo

(Teller.)

Ave. No.
Hon. W. 3. M.an HOn. S. If. Gray

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 6-Assessments:

Ron. G. W. MILES: Is not this clause
in conflict wvith Sub-section 9 of Section 6
of the Dividend Duties Act? In view of
the provisions of that sub-section, I should
like an explanation from the Chief Secre-
tary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will get
the information for you.

Progress reported.

Rouse adjourned at 9.40 p.m.

teugiattoc BeeemblIp,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

BILL-CREMATION ACT AmENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. Hawke and read a first
time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Western Australian Aged Sailors and Sol-
diers' Relief Fund Act Amendment Bill.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.

2,1 Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-LA ND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 8th November.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.33]:
This is the usual Bill, following general cus-
tom, but I notice the wording has been al-
tered and I understand it is simply to bring
the Bill under the operations of the Consoli-
dated Land Act. 1 have read the Bill through
very carefully and I see there is no alteration
at all in the tax rate, for wrhich I suppose wve
should be truly thankful. The Government
have not increased the tax, hut with the
money they have in addition to what they
had last year, I do nob suppose there is
any need for increase. Still, it seems to me
we are going on and building up the deficit,
without anything to assist us in providing
for the future except our primary indus-
tries.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In committee.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
21f. F. Troy-M1t. Magnet) [4.37] in moving
the second reading said: The original Act
was passed in 1931 and the first season in
which the farmers' affairs were administered
under the Act was that of 1931-32. In that
and succeeding years arrangements were
made to carry on the 1919 farmers, Of the
Stay orders applied for, 170 lapsed, while 310
farmers applied for stay orders but had un-
successful meetings. Of those whose stay
orders lapsed, 33 farmers were able to make
their own arrangements, 35 did not desire
to carry on, and the balance were unable to
obtain finance. Total crops under the Act


