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Amendment,

The President took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and reed prayers.

ABSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lientenant-Governor
received and read notifying assent to the
‘Western Australian Aged Bailors and Sol-
diers’ Relief Fund Amendment Bill.

ADMINISTRATION ACT (ESTATE AND
SUCCESSION DUTIES) AMEND-
MENT BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time,

On metion of Hon. J. Nicholson, the time
for bringing up the report was extendel
to Wednesday, 21st November.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SUPERANNUA-
TION FUND.

Third Reading.
HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.35]: I move—
That the Bil be now read a third time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.36]: I
regret that, through no faunlt of my own,
I had no opportunity of addressing the
Honse on this Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are all pleased
to see yvou back.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I thank Mr. Wil-
liams for his remark. Holding the views
that I do, I cannot allow the measmre to
pass without making reference to it. A
pernsal not only of the Bill under diseus-
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sion but of others appearing on the Notice
Paper indicates that the trend of legisla-
tion is to put employees in permanent posis
back into the position they occupied prior
to the Premiers’ Plan and, in respect of the
present Bill, to improve their position. That
is the one stage that seems to be aimed at.
Another stage is that all men who come
under the provisions of the Arbitration Act
are to be restored to the position they were
in prior to the enforcement of the Premiers’
Plan, That can bhe done only at the ex-
pense of all other sections of the commu-
nity. The Bill proposes to provide a super-
annnation fand for the employees of the
Perth City Council.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
ployees.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will deal with
that phase presently. The Bill applies to
the City Conneil only, There is the City
of Fremantle to be considered, and also the
municipalities and road boards throughout
the State, I presume the Bill will furnish
the lead to be followed by all those other
bodies in dune course. What concerns me
most of all and has induced me to speak
is the paragraph in the “West Australian”
this morning setting out that the Perth
Gity Couneil have found it necessary to pay
off 60 of their employees. 1 presume the

For all their em-

men will have to ask the Government
to provide them with sustenance work.
I understand that it would ecost the
City Council £4000 to keep those

fi0 men in employment wuntl] Christmas.
That is the position with which the Perth
City Council are faced; they have either
to increase the rates, or dismiss 60 employ-
ces from the service. To my mind the two
positions do not fit in. To legislate for
additional benefits in the inferests of men
in permanent employment, we are asked to
sanction the creation of a superannuation
fund at a time when the Perth City Coun-
cil cannot keep all their men at work.
That sort of thing must tend to create dis-
sension in the life of the community, and
that is what none of us would wish. 8o far
as I can see, there is no limi{ to the amount
that the City Council ean allocate for this
purpose. The Bill makes it quite clear that
they can allocate any sum they deem
fit. We must remember that a large
number of ratepavers not only in Perth

\
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but throughout the other munieipali-
ties and road board districts, are so bard
pressed that they eannot pay their rates.
Yet under the Bill the ratepayers of Perth
will be asked to allow portion of the rates
they pay to be allocated to a superannuation
fund for the henefit of the permanent em-
ployees of the City Council. This'is to be
dorie at a fime when any money available
should he spent on improvements to the city,
and when men who have been thrown out of
work will have to approach the Government
for sustenance work. An idea of the diffi-
colties confronting loeal aunthorities is to
be found in the legislation appearing on the
Notiee Paper. There is the Road Districts
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), which has
been introduced because people have not
been able to pay their rates on properties
and the local authovities eannot do any-
thing with them. The proposal under that
Bill is that the land shall be taken from the
people who bought the buildings originally,
and that the properties shall be sold to pay
the rates, or if unsold, shall revert to the
Crown. It is true that the superannuation
fund must be approved by a majority of
the Perth City Couneil, and that may he
difficult to obtain at the present time. On
the other hand, we have a Minister in charge
of the affairs of local governing authorities,
who claims he will not do anything with ve-
gard to water supply matters or hand over
anything until certain things happen. First
of all, he wants the abolition of plural vet-
ing.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Do not you think that
will be a good thing?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES : And if we pass the
Bill under discussion, it must be realised
that we cannot tamper with a superannua-
tion fund. We shall soon reach the stags
when lodgers will be given a vote, and the
time may arrive when the lodgers will
out-vote the permanent rafepayevs. In that
event the lodgers, who have no responsibil-
ity with regard to the payment of rates, will
probably bhe interested in making the supet-
annuation fund hetter than it is likely to
be under existing circumstances. There is
another phase. The Bill is hedged round
with conditions, and I notice that the rate-
payers ean object to the proposal. After
particulars have been published twiee in the
“Government Gazette,” the ratepayers can
lodge their nbjections, and a referendum will

[COUNCIL.]

be tuken. Why, at a2 time such as the pre-
sent when the City Council have to pay oft
some of their employees, should the rate-
payers be put to the expense of a referen-
dum? Why should the ratepayers, who are
already harassed and annoyed by the effects
of finaneial emergency legislation, who are
experiencing difficulty regarding rents due
and in many instances are nof able to pay
their rates, be called upon to express theiv
views on a proposal of this deseription, if
put hefore them by the Perth City Coun-
¢il? Certainly the permanent employees of
the City Council have not felt the depres-
sion to any great extent, nor, I suppose,
have they lost a day’s salary during the
years of depression. Compare their lot as
permanent employees with that of susten-
ance workers hattling here and there in
order to exist. Compare their lot with that
of the primary producers, particularly those
in the wheat areas, who are facing just as
black an outlook as confronted them in
1914, 'What with rust in one area and with
weeds, germinated by the summer rains,
taking charge in other areas, the position
of many of them is as bad as it was in
1914. The primary producers are in a very
bad way and our attention should be
directed to assisting that ckass of the ecom-
munity instead of ereating a superannua-
tion fund for men who have oceupied enshy
Jobs for vyears. The Bill provides that
superannuation shall be paid to wives and
families in the event of a husband desert-
ing or for similar causes. It seems to me
that the Bill, if agreed to, will do more harm
than good. It will mean that the men at
the top, the men in permanent employment,
will have their emoluments increased, while
as to the men on the lower rungs of the lad-
der, well, 60 of them at any rate are faced
with the probability of losing their whrk
because there is not snfficient money to keep
themn employed.

Hon. BE. H. Gray: Are those 60 men on
the permanent staff?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I do not know,
but according to this morning’s newspaper,
some of them have been employed flor 14
Years.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The scheme wil} in-
clude all or any employees.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The present is
not the time to legislate along those lines,
and I intend to vote against the third read-
ing.
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HON. J. NICHOLSON (Meiropoliian—
in reply) [4.48]: Tet me preface my re-
marks on the Bill by saying thai we all
rejoice to sea Mr. Holmes onee more
restored to health after his recent illness. I
am sorry that he was unable to be here when
the Bill was disenssed. I pointed out what
had transpired in ¢onnection with the Bill
of 1928, and mentioned that the present Bill
had been referred to a select committee ap-
pointed by another place, consisting of
members in whom this House would have
the fullest eonfidence.  The report, which
has been furnished to members, shows that
the committee considered the Bill very
thoroughly and made drastic alterations to
the measure as introdueed. They added, T
think, five additional clauses, thereby intro-
ducing those very precantions upon which
we would have insisted had the Bill come
to us in its original form. The chief gronnd
for complaint advanced by Mr. Holmes is
that no limitation is expressed as to the
amount the City Couneil may allocate. That
is fully safeguarded by Clauses 5 and 9.
Clause 5 provides that no proposition for a
scheme for superannuation as permitted by
this measure or for the establishment of a
superannuation fund in connection there-
with shall he adopted by the counecil unless
the scheme has been approved by at least
two-thirds of the members of the council.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is a safeguard that
this House recommended six years ago.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I pointed out on
the second reading that the seleet committee
of another place had wisely followed along
the lines suggested by ounr select committee
when the previous Bill was before us. I
was pleased to see that thal safeguard was
inserted, because it was the main safeguard
that had been recommended here previously,
although the method proposed to be adopted
in 1928 was totally different from that pro-
posed on this oceasion. The two-thirds
majority will safeguard the people respon-
gsible. Provision iz also made for advertis-
ing the proposed scheme. Under Clause 9
power is given to make by-laws for various
purposes, including the contributions to be
made to the fund. That provision will give
the Council a voice in the maftter because,
under the Interpretation Aet, regulations or
by-laws have to be tabled in Parliament and
may be dizallowed within a certain time.
The select committee of another place, not
content with the provision in the Interpreta-
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tion Aef, weni further, and provided by
Clause 10 that in construing Section 36 of
the Interpretation Aect, 1918, the words
“from the expiration of the time permitted
for disallowance under Subsecciion 2 hereof”
shall be sabstituted for the words “from the
date of such publication™ appearing in sub-
division (¢) of Subsection 1 thereof. The
effect of Clause 10 is that instead of the by-
lawsy taking effect from the date of publiea-
tion in the “Government Gazetie,” they will
not take effect unti]l after the Hime permitted
for their disallowance has expired, That is
a safeguard. When T saw the amendments
that had been made in another place, 1
reatised that they followed what had been
recommended by the seleet committee of this
House six years ago, and I felt abundantly
satisfied that the Bill was one that could be
recommended for the acceptance of mem-
bers. In view of those explanations, I hope
Mr. Holmes will feel satisfied,

Hon. J. J. Holines: This is an inoppor-
tune time. You have not answered that
point.

Hon. J. XICHOLSOXN: During the second
reading I pointed out that this Bill would,
to some extent, take the place of Section 155
of the Municipal Corporations Aet. That
section provides that a municipal ecounecil
may give a retiring allowance fo an em-
ployee equal to one month’s salary for each
year of service. To grant that allowance
has been regarded practieally as a moral
obligation on couneils, and particularly the
Perth City Council, on the retirement of an
employee from the service. The amount dis-
bursed by the Perth City Council since 1918
has amounted to £14,713.

Hen. V. Hamersley: A fairly substantial

snm,
Hon, J. NICHOLSOX: If a superannna-
tion fund is established, the City Council,
instead of paying that amount, will pay the
sum duc under the fund, and the man re-
ceiving it would not be entifled to anything
under Section 155.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the employee re-
tiring will have contributed to the fund.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. A snper-
annuation fund will be better than the pro-
visions of Section 155 under which the rate-
payers contribote the lot.

Hon, V. Hamersley: Will not the couneil
inerease salaries aceordingly?

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: I think I saw in print
that it would cost £100,000.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The amwount that
may he paid under Section 155 will natur-
ally increase in course of time as the num-
ber of employees inereases. A scheme will
have to he prepared and by-laws have to be
framed, and when the by-laws are tahled,
Parliament will be able to ingunire into the
matter.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes:
opportune?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The present is
as opportune as any other time would be,
because the establishment of a superannua-
tion fund would, in a large measure, relieve
the council from the responsibility of what
is regarded as a moral gbligation under Sec-
tion 155. I hope Mr. Holmes will be satis-
fied with my explanations and withdraw his
objection to the Bill.

Is the present time

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.
2, Pried Fruits Act Continuance.
Received from the Assembly,

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil's amendment subject to Further
amendments.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received anid
vead notifying that it bad agreed to the
Couneil’'s amendment subject to further
amendments.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2),

Recommittal.

On wotion by the Chief Secretary, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further con.
sidering Clanse 2.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair: the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

(COUNCIL)]

Clanse 2—Xew sections:

The CHIEF SECRETARY': When the
Bill was before the Committee at the last
sitting, an amendment was made to Clause
2 on the motion of Mr. Nicholson. That
amendment has not given satisfaction to the
Parliamentary Draftsman, from whom 1T
have received the following memorandum:—

1. Obviously Mr, Nicholson desires that be-
fore the Jand becomes vested in the Crown, all
persons appearing to have any interest in the
land shall be given an opportunity, by notice
in writing, to pay the rates and thus preserve
their interest in the land.

In my opinion, however, quite apart from
several other objections, the amendments pro-
posed by Mr, Nicholson as they stand will be
ineffective to achieve the objective nimed at.

Amendment No. 2 is unnccessary and re-
dundant. Amendment No. 1, as proposed, is in-
complete in its terms, out of position in para-
graph (a) of the proposed Section 285A and
useless.

2, In my opinion thosc two amendments as
proposed cannot possibly stand in the Bill with-
out creating ambiguities and difficultics in the
application of the section, and that Clause 2
of the Bill should be recommitied.

2. Upon recommittal the two amendments
proposed by Mr. Nicholson should be deleted,
and, if the Government approves, paragraph
{a) of Bection 285A should be amended to
gatisfy the requirements of Mr. Nicholson as
follows:—

(a) delcte the word ““or,”’ in line 18 on
page 2 of the Bill, and insert in lieu there-
of the word ‘‘and.’’

{b) insert after subparagraph (iii) a fur-
ther subparagraph to stand as subpara-
graph (iv), as follows.—*(iv) The
amount of the rates in respeet of which
the said ordsr was made remain unpaid after
the expiration of notice in writing of not
less than one month or more than three
months given by the Crown Solicitor to every
person appeating by the records in the Office
of Titles, or the Registry of Deeds, or the
Department of Lands and Surveys to have
any legal or cquitable estate of interest in
the said vacant land at the address of suech
person appearing on the records aforesaid,
that unless the amount of the said rates is
paid within the period specified in the notice,
the said land is liable to become vested ahso-
lutely in His Majesty, or.’’

4. The amendment to paragraph (a) of
Section 285A suggested by me above ig shown
in red ink on the copy of the Bill annexed
hereto.

I therefore move—

That subparagraph (i), inserted by a pre-
viong commitiee, he struck out.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admii I pre-
pared the amendment rather hurriedly.
Under the Bill, as it came to the House, the
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position was that once the land bad been
offered for sale and not sold, then automati-
cally, after the expiration of three months
from the date of the order, it passed over
to the Crown, and, whaf was worse, it
passed over, as provided in the clause, “free
from all encumbrances, and the estate, right,
title, interest, claim, or demand of
any person whomsoever,” so fhat nobedy
would have the opportunity of getting it
restored, as it were, to its former position,
because the expiration order automatieally
forfeited the land to the Crown. That cex-
tainly seemed a weakness in the interesis
not only of the road board concerned, but
in respect of those who might have any in-
terest in the land. It was only fair to pro-
vide for a final notice being given during
that peried of three months, so that there
would be the opportunity for the land to be
restored to its former position on the pay-
ment of the rates. I am not going to raise
any objection to the amendment, but I think
it should go in at the beginning of the para-
graph, instead of at its conelusion.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Should net the
notice bhe by registered letter?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might with
advaninge be sent through the registered
post.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has been
complained that there is in the Bill no pro-
vision ensuring that the notice shall be re-
ceived by the owner or mortgagee. Baf in
the amendment there is a double precaution;
in the first place, the board has to notify
all persons coneerned, while the Crown Soli-
citor also has to issue notices.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am not
satisfied that the Committee are in aceord
as to the giving of notice. The road boards
have expressed objection to it. Anyhow,
it can he dealt with in another way.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 do not know that
we should be greatly concerned over the
form of notice. The owners will be noli-
fied by the road board secretaries that the
land is being put up for sale. If we are
going to give special netice to the owner,
it should be given before the land is put
up for sale, for it is of no nse notifying the
owner after somebody else has had oppor-
tunity to buy the land.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I move—
That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.
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Motion put, and a division taken with the
Following resalt:—

Ayes . .. - ‘s
Naes ..

Majority against

b o | &<

AYVES.

Hon. C. F. Bazter Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. J, J. Holmes Hon, H. Tuckey

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane Hon. V. Hamersley

Hen. H. 8. W, Parker {Telter.)
NOES.

Hon. E. H. Augelo Hon. R. G. Moore

Hon. L. B. Bolten Hop. J, Nicholson

Hon. J. M. Drew Han. H. V. Piesss

Hon. C. G. Elllott Hen. C. B. Wilhams

Heon. Q. H. Wittenoom
Hon. A. Thomson
(Teller.)

Hon. 3. Frager
Hon. B. H. Gray
Hon. G, W. Miles

PAIg.

Ave. , Nao.
Hon. H. T. Telland IHen. W. H. Kltson

Motion thus negatived.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in subparagraph (iv) the word ‘‘or,’’
in line 39, be deleted, and the word ‘fand?’ be
ingerted in lien.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendmeni—

That there be inscrted after subparagraph
{iv) a further subparagraph, as follows:—

‘“the amount of the rates in respect of
which the said order was made remains un-
paid after the expiration of notice in writ-
ing of not less than one month, or more than
three months given by the Crown Solicitor,
to every person appearing by the records in
the Office of Titles, or the Registry of Deeds,
or the Department of Lands ard Surveys to
have any legal or equitable estate or interest
in the said vacant land at the address of
such person appearing on the records afore-
said, that unless the amount of the said rates
is paid within the period specified in the
notice the said land is liable to become vested
absolutely in His Majesty, or.”?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That after ‘‘writing,’’ in lire 3, the words
‘“by registered post’’ be inserted.

Hon, G. FRASER: I cannot see any
advantage in having the notice sent by regis-
tered post. It means extra work and extra
cost, without any advantage.

Hon. V. Hamersley: We want to be sure
of its reaching the owner.

Hon. &. FRASER: You can be quite sure
of that.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yon get a reeeipt for
the registered letter.
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Hon, G. FRASER:
proof of iis delivery.

Hon. J. M, Maecfarlane: You can get
proof by applying to the Post Office.

Hon. G. FRASER: That would wmean
further expense. It is just as satisfactory
to use the ordinary post in a case like this
as the registered post. If the addressee
does not receive the communication it is re-
turned %o the scnder. I do not know that
the change warrants either the expense or
the trouble that would be put upon the
department.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY : If is a custom to
notify electors when they have been struek
off the roil. Very often the notices are not
received. IPeople are informed that they
have been sent out, but the notice itself
frequently fails to come to hand. When
the elector goes to the poll he finds that his
name is not on the roll. All such notices
should be registered. The same thing can
oceur in the case of mortgages of property
that we are now dealing with. They may
learn that the property has reverted to the
Crown, but may never have received any
notice of the intending transfer. Some de-
finite record should be available fo show
thal the notice has been posted by the road
board officials.

Hon. G. Fraser: The correspondence book
should show that.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed ; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move an
amendment—

But you have no

That in paragraph (b) the words ‘‘subject
to compliance with the provisions of parat
graphs (a) and (b) hereof,’’ inserted by a
previous committee, be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the elanse,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments,

BILL—GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 8th November.
HON, 0. B. WILLIAMS (Sonth)
[5.35]: T generally support anything that

will help anyone, or any section of the tax-
payers, provided the members of the indus-

[COUNCIL.)

try concerned ean put up a good case. I
have never voted against anything that I
thought would help people tu carry the
State and the Comuonwealth along, and
have particularly supported the producers.
On this occasion I am forced to support the
Bill before the House. Although I repre-
sent a goldfields province, I maintain that
the measure does not go far emough. [
understand that Mr. Cornell proposes to
move an amendment when in Committee,
but I hope he will not go on with it. Al-
though the State has borne the brunt of
compensation for sick miners, actually the
mine-owners themselves should have been
made to shoulder the responsibility, No
member of Parliament can say what the lia-
bility to the State may be in generations to
come. There are now 10,000 men employed
in the industry, either on wages or engaged
in prospecting, ete. Various Acts govern-
ing the industry cover the largest propor-
tion of that number of employees. In six
or eight years’ time the mining industry
may be back where it was three years ago,
and may be ewploying only 2,000 men. The
State, however, will have to face the lia-
bility for the 8,000 men who will have gone
out of the industry. Under the laws of the
country if any of these men develop any
form of miners’ phthisis, they will be en-
titled to compensation from the employer
or the State. That liability is unknown.
T admit that Mr. Corneli knows as much
about mining as I do. He was in the fore-
front of the union movement on the fields
when I was a boy. Probably I received
some of my education at his hands. T can-
not, however, follow him in his amendment.
He seems to want to localise this tax in
some Way.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is altered.

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: I do not want
any amendment, unless it is to make
the tax higher. The industry can pay much
more than 1s. 4d. in the pound on profits.
Let me take the taxation the 10,000 employ-
ees in the industry are paying under the
financial emergency measures. If the av-
erage is 6d. in the pound the amount must
run into many thousands in the case of the
wages men. They have ne exemptions so
far as the basic wage is eoncerned. They
have to pay from 4d. to 9d., and & fair
average would be 6d. in the pound.
Mining is mostly on contract or piece-
work, and generally the men receive far
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above the basic wage, even though that be
at the expense ol their health. The Govern-
ment expect to receive £80.000 from the tax
on profits, I estimate that they already
receive, on the basis of 6d, in the pound from
the 10,000 wage earners in the industry,
approximately £65,000 a year. And yet the

CGovernment are only zecking te raise
£80,000 from the mining companies. They
are being very lenient to them. I read a

leading article in the “Kalgoorlic Miner.”
This took to fask some wembers of another
place for their attitude towards this tax.
The “Kalgoorlie Miner” forgets that when
mining was at a low ebh the State guaran-
teed one mine about a quarter of a million
of money. The Government paid in actual
cash to the Golden Horseshoe Company
approximately £60,000, and about £75,000 to
the Sons of Gwalia Mines. If the inereased
price of gold had not pui the industry on
its feet, and the depression had still come
upon us, the taxpayers wonld have had to
make good those amounts. Furthermore, the
Golden Horseshoe would have closed down.
and the same thing would have applied in
tha case of the Sons of Gwalia. But for the
backing of the State and the increase in the
price of gold the Wiluna mine would have
been in a bad way. It was floated as a £2
per ton proposition, but has mnever gone
above 28s. or 30=. per ton. The mine would,
of eourse, have closed down. That is a Jere-
miah point of view. The State, however,
would have had to stand the loss of half a
million pouonds. That is to say, the other
producers and the community would have
had to foot the bhill. TFortunately the State
has not had to worry about the mining indus-
try, only about the wheat, butter and stock
producers. As T have already said, the
workers in the mining industry of Western
Australia will contribute about £65,000
annually on an average contribution of 6d.
in the pound. The lowest rate is 4%4d., and
the highest is 9d. The majority of the
workers will pay ahove 6d., being on piece-
work, and paying on the basis of their earn-
ings. T fail to understand how any hon.
member either of this Chamber or of an-
other place can want to rednce the amount
of tax payable by the mines. Up to 1933
there were only nine mining cempanies in
this State paying dividends, and they have
agreed that this rew tax is fair. I should
think they would acknowledge that, seeing
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that the wate is only 1s. 4d. in the pound
on profits, while probably 40 to 50 per cent.
of the employees will be paxing 9d. in the
pound on their earnings. I do not know
whether fhe Bill safeguards the position as
regards companies paying back capital to
their shareholders. In that respeet T can
give two illustrations, Fast year the South
Kalgurli mine paid back £62,501 eapital,
apart from dividends. Have the Government
made sure that the Bill safeguards that posi-
tion, so that companies will not return the
whole of their share capital to the share-
holders and thus pay no dividends and con-
sequently no tax vnder the Bill? If com-
panies pay back share capital, will they
he taxed 1s. 4d. in the pound on such repay-
ments as profits earned?  Thot should be
made quite clear, beeause it is & highly im-
portant phase of the question. To show that
no member of Parlinment should interfere
with the Bill on the plea of leniency—the
measure is most lenient-—I quote a statement
published on the 29th May last in the
“Financial News” of London. It refers to
a South African company, operating on the
Rand, which made a profit for the year of
£2,008,813. The company had paid no divi-
dends for five years, but the South Afriean
Government said, “The State requires some-
thing of your profit,” and took no less than
£1,063,481. Thus the company’s profit for
the year was reduced to £945,332, It ean-
not be snid that the YWestern Australian
Government, which is supposed to be a sort
of red Government .

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who said that?

Hen. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber has said it vepeatedly.

Hon. J. Cornell: I do net think the hon.
member went beyond pink,

Hon. C. B. WILLTIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber and T disagree as to the difference be-
tween pink and red. Western Australia’s
present Government is a Labour Govern-
ment, one of those red Governments, next
door  to Communist, so it is said,
and still the Western Australian Gov-
ermment ask the mining companies to
contribute only £80,000 for the current
vear. Nine companies, as I previously
indicated, will pay that taxation. Now
I wish to guote some figures recently ad-
duced in the Arbitration Court as to capital
and share values of and dividends paid by
Western Australian mining companjes—




TABLE SHOWING 0OLD MINING COMPANIES OPERATING 1N WESTERN AUSTRALLA. \‘-’ITH COMPUTATIONS SHOWING THE MARXET INCREASE 1IN VALUE OF SHARES ;
AL30 DIVIDENDS DISTRIBUTED, WITH PERCENTAGE OF PROFITS TO CAPITAL EMPLOY ED, Etc,

{Figures extracted from the ** Fipancial News,'

published in London, and from records eupplled by the Go\'enlment. Siatlstician of Western Australin, and nlso from the Companies' Reglster
ln the Supreme Court of Western Australls.}

Market
1 ividends Pald to 815t December. Tnterim Peclred Profits,
Tosued | . Qrotatons Jarket | - Dividends
7. + rico Pall-u . nlue of | crease o
Name of Company.| ~of o '”g | Cupimr I?."A%WSIF. Shares | Market & months
Shares,! Capital Muer. "t Tssued. { Value. to
gg- ’ 1028, 1030. 1931. 1932, 1838, | 50/6/34. | 1030 1981. 1032, 1932
£ £ L p.c. 3 £ £ £ (7 £ £ £ £ £
(8-37 p.c.) (9-37 p.c.)|(28-12 p.c.)|(28-12 p.c.)| (9-87 p.c.)
{ireat Boulder 2/~ | 250,000 | 233,338 15/— 1,749,097 350 21,876 21,875 ,825 5,020 21,875
Propty., Ltd. '
(ﬁ 94 pc)(la 28 p.e (6074 pc)|(78-44 p.o.)
(11-0 p.e.)) (40-8 p.e)] (12 p.o) ust. Stg. Stg,
[.agtt:.] \I:lfdw and 4/-| 500,000 | 500,000 $5/- 4,900,000 770 - . 85,000 270,000 47,500 .!8 900 02,113 284,146 439,305
T,
' (10 p.c) | (30 pe) | (20 p.c)
So%idof Gwalla, 10/~ | 350,000 | 162,600 52/- 845,000 420 . 18,250 48,760 32,600
’ ) (a8 pe) (25-0 p.c.)
W_I[lltt:ga Gold Mines, | 20/- [1,600,000 |1,200,000 a3/6 5,010,000 37 . 156,000 . 307,587
. Aush.
(33 p.c.) | {16-6 p.c.)| (18-6 p.c.}
Golden Horseghoe 3/~ 105,000 5/- 276,000 001 *556,000 27,600 27,600
{New), Ltd.
(12-4 p.c.) (24 8 P c) (144 g.c.) (13-8 p.e.)
Asaocinted Gold 4/~ 1 120,000 | 120,000 /8 230,000 #1-6 14,844 .- . . 17,387 16,815
Mlpes of W.A. Stg. Sty.
(New), Ltd. - .
. (18- '-'u ? .C.) (447 pe)
North Knlgurli 2/- 1 100,000 | 100,000 23/3 1,162,500 1062 . . 44,774
(1912), Ttd, Stg.
(10 p.c) (20 p.c} | (30 pe) | (30 p.c)
Houlder Persever- 1/~ | 125,000 | 124,793 4/8 61,008 450 12,479 24,950 37,498 J7 *HB
ance, .
' } (74-8 p.c.)
Boulder Persever- | Notes 88,045 | 10 p.c. {10 yenrs priofit sharin'g notes, .- . 20,908
ance, .
outh Kalgurll 10/~ t(} ﬁ {25 p.c.) | (25 p.e) | (25 pe) | (50 p.e) | (150 pe) | (20 pod
AT
Consol, Ltd. (new) 5/- | 150,000 | 62,501 20/6 368,761 400 31,260 31,250 41,260 | *125,000 103,750 12,500
* Includes retnrns of capital ; Golden Horseshoe (New), Ltd., £55,000 ; South Kalgurli Cons., JAd., £62,500. + Tncludes bonus, £31,250.
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In reference to the table there are some
faeis to be pointed ont, The Wiluna com-
pany, in addition to paying dividends, re-
paid an amount of £250,000 guaranteed ori-
ginally by the State Government and sub-
sequently by the Federal Government. The
Golden Horseshoe Mine was sold to the Lake
View Company. As regards the Associated
Gold Mines, this owned a subsidiary
company operafing in the United States
or Canada. TFive pr six years ago,
the Western Australian ecompany was
eut adrift by the parent company, which
snid, “You must earry on on your own.”
The North Kalgurli, as yvou, Mr. President,
and Mr. Cornell know much better than I do,
did no mining at all for a period of 20 years,
but the leases were worked by tributers.
Since the price of gold went up, the com-
pany have been fairly prosperous, and have
developed the mine with their own eapital.
The Boulder Perseverance represent a com-
plicated position. The company issued de-
bentures and those who were fortunate
enongh to invest in them received 50 per
cent. profit for a period of about ten years.

Hon. H, S, W. Parker: When does that
arrangement expire?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Next year. We
know the troubles the company passed
through before the new concern was
floated. The old company went om tri-
bute about 1913 or 1914. The property
was offered for sale at £60,000. Thus
the reconstruction was a pretty good job.
No one need worry about these companies
in view of the figures I have quoted. In
fact, it should be realised that the com-
panies are getting out of it very lightly
indeed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You want to watch
those refunds of eapital.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes. I have
been thinking about that. The Labour
Party are too sineere. Having to work for
their living, members of that party do not
worry about finanee, and that is what 1
am concerned about, However, that is the
position regarding the mining companies.
Then there is the Lake View and Star, Ltd.
That company, up to the end of June last,
showed a profit on the vear's working of
£460,238. I want to deal with the question
of minery’ phthisis compensation. The com-
pensation paid during 1933-34 amounted to
£65,825,

.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: That was about the
same as during the previous year.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes; £69,042
was paid out in 1932-33. Since the year
1925.26, £419,416 has been paid out by the
State. That expenditure represents a dead
loss to the State in carrying that burden
of the mining industry. That was paid at
a time when the industry was not in a satis-
factory condition. That was why I read out
the reeord of the profifs made by the vari-
ous mines, to show that they are not now
in that unsatisfactory position, even though
they have had to pay, roughly, 10s. per week
per man for all insurance purposes.
The State will be faced with practically the
same total expenditure for the current year,
On top of that, there is the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund, which is & contributory scheme
to which the employers, the employees and
the Government contribule on an equal
basis. Payments to that scheme cost the
State during 1933-34 £9,672, and sinee
1925-26 the total contributions by the State
have amounted to £52,453. All that money
has gone west, except, of course, that the
Government could take the profits of the
State Insurance Department and set them
off against that expenditure. Nevertheless,
last year £75,000, in round figures, was
spent by the State under these two headings
on aceount of men who had lost their health
in the mining industry.

Hon. J. Cornell: A iot of that money
was taken from Loan funds.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not worry
where it came from; the money has been
paid. I defy you, Mr. President, or any
member of Parliament o say what this wil!
cost the State in future years. No man can
say what the wealth at present being pro-
duced from the gold mines will cost West-
ern Australia. The Government Aectvary
could not give any exact computation. At
present there are 10,000 men employed in
the mining industry. Should the price of
gold fall, and the mugs who have invest-d
their capital in shy-poo mining syndieates
lose their money, the industry will fali flat,
and goodness knows how many men will he
thrown back on to the labour market. Ewven
though the industry should continue in its
present prosperous condition for 10 years
or more, annnally a number of the workers
will be taken out of the industry beeanse of
the condition of their health and the State
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will have to contribute towards their sup-
port. They may be taken from the mines
when suffering from silicosis in the early
stages but inevitably in 15 years, perhaps
sooner or perhaps later, those men will de-
velop the disease in its advanced stages .nd
will be entitled to full compensation.

Hon, J, Cornell: Every foot the mine goes
down, the risk is increased.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: When they
veach that stage the men will be entitled to
£750 each, and although the mining industry
at that time may be defuncf, the State will
have to pay that money to the men. In
view of the possible liability the State will
have to undertake in the years to come, it
is urgently necessary that we colleet every
shilling we can from the industry at pre-
sent. Even though the coliections should go
into Consolidaied Revenue for a period of
10 years, and £100,000 or more is recovered
in excess of the requirements under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act, the State should see to
it that as much of this revenue as possible is
collected so as to provide for the contingen-
cies of the future. Medical men have de-
clared that if a man has been for six or
eight years in 4 mine, it is 2 matter of cer-
tainty that he will contract miners’ com-
plaint in the primary stage. Members will
see what an enormous liability the State will
have to undertake in the end.

Hon. J. Cornell: They will realise it in
due course.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I realise it now.
No matter how honest and sincere the Mines
Department may be, and how sincere and
honest the mine owners may be, as the mines
reach greater depths the conditions become
increasingly difficult. Kight years ago the
average life of a miner was 52. What musi
the average age be to-day when mines are
down nearly 4,000 feet in vertieal depth,
and when the rock temperature alone
is nearly as high as the regulations
permit? Despite all the ventilation ar-
rangements and so forth, healthy con-
ditions ecannot be expeeted at such
depths. Therefore the State will have to
face an increasingly diffienlé position. I
repard the Bill as a gesture on the part of
the companies and evidence of their willing-
ness to pay the tax. In view of the profits
I have read out, the tax will not be a hard-
ship to them. It will relieve the State from
some of the responsibility of payment for
the wastage of human life in the industry.

[COUNCIL.]

Under an Act that has heen a dead letter for
more than two years, the State has to pay
out large amounts, but the statistics I have
read show that the decreased amouat paid
out last year must be accounted for either
by the death of some of the men, the re-
marriage of their widows or by the
fuet that the ehildren have reached the
age limit. Under the Mine Workers
Relief Aet the payments increased from
£3,372 in 1932-33 to £0,672 in 1933-34. That
increase is explained by the augmented
number of men employed in the industry. I
understand that there is a swplus of £20,000
odd in the Mine Workers' Relief Fund, but
how long wiil that money last? When the
mining industry slumps, the State will have
to shoulder the inereased burden, and what
will happen then? It is because of this
that T do not want any member to amend
the Bill, I do not even agree with the
amendment suggested by Mr. Seddon to
restriet the operations of the Bill to 12
months, unless he ean give me a satisfastory
explanation of his reasons. In 12 months’
time there may be many wove mines on the
dividend-paying basis. Should that he so,
the State shonld be entitled to the extra
money. I sincerely trust the Bill will be
agreed to as it stands, and I want mombers
lo realise the finaneial liability that the State
will have to shoulder in the future.

Sitting suspended from 6.3 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[7.30]: I congratulate the Government on
having introduced the Bill. T have only
one fault to find with it, namely, that it
does not go far enough. The figures quoted
oy the Chief Secretary weve ccrbainly very
interesting and edncational lo most of us.
TFew of us vealised the enormeus amount
that the Miners’ Phthisis Aet was costing the
State.

Hon. R. G. Moore: Not as much as the
Agriculénral Bank.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It has heen said
that the minmg industry, through disease,
tukes a greater toll of human life fhar, does
any other industry in the world, and one
sometimes wonders whether, in view of the
enormous amount of suffering, the industry
iz worth while. .

Hon. €. B. Williams: That s brue to-
day.



[13 Novexser, 1934.]

Hon. A, THOMSON: I do not wish my
friends from the goldfields to think that I
am attacking the industry. It really placed
Western Aupstralia on the map some 40
years ago, and attracted many of us to this
State, and it is still a great asset to the
Siate. The figures show that the cost to the
State under the Miners' Phthisis Act has
been £418,165, the figure for last year hav-
ing been £76,805. The industry at present is
providing a much-needed fillip in the shape
of employment. I was impressed with onu
remark by Mr. Williams, that though the
industry is flourishing at present, we do not
kiow what it will cost the State in a few
vears’ time. I hope Mr. Cornell’s proposed
amendment will not be carried.

Honr. J. Cornell: Why?

Hen. A. THOMSOXN ; If the industry de-
clines, as must happen soomer or later, the
State will have to foot the bill, as it has
done for a number of years. The proceeds
of the tax will be paid into revenue, and it
would be better to leave the money in the
hands of the Government. I agree with part
of Mr. Seddon’s proposed amendment,
namely, that the measure should continue in
forece for one year and no longer, That
would enable the House to review the posi-
tion each year. I strongly support Mr.
Williams's remarlk that we might have ob-
tained a little more from this very prosper-
ous industry, During the past five years
an average of 90 miners have been inmates
of Wooraloo Sanatorium, and the average
cost to the State has been £100 each. I re-
gret that the induslry has been the cause of
a0 many men having had to seek treatment
in the sanatorium.

Hon. J. Cornell: They were men who had
not worked in the industry for some years.

Hon. .. THOMSON: But the industry
was responsible for their condition. Re-
ceutly a deputation representing miners in
the settlement at Southern Cross waited on
the Government and pointed out that,
through having remained on the land, they
had forfeited their right to relief under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act. They had not been
50 shrewd as some of the other miners who
joined the settlement. T.et me point out
how favoured are the unfortunates in the
eoldmining industry. This is the only in-
dustry for which the Government have made
provision for the wives and families of those
who econtraet disease in the course of their
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employment, The Health Act provides that
il a man is suffering from tubercular trouble,
he may not work in a butcher’s or baker’s
shop. Such a man may be driven out of the
calling he has followed all his life, and he
has no redress. No provision whatever is
made for him or his dependants. For those
engaged in the mining industry, however,
provision is made under the Miners' Phthisis
Act. T take no exccption to that, but T ean-
not help pointing out that the Aect is one of
the most humanitarian measures ever ap-
proved by Parliament. Mining is the only
ocenpation for whieh sueh provision has been
made. To those who may be opposed to tax-
ing the profits of goldmining companies, I
reply that we should ensure that the State
is not deprived of its just dues. Govern-
ments, past and present, have been very sym-
pathetic to the mining induostry, as well as
to other industries, but the figures quoted
by the Minister speak for themselves. Dur-
ing eight years, the total revenue reccived
from the goldmining industry was £242,080,
whereas the State paid, by way of subsidy
for water and other services to the industry,
£3,379,553. The sovereign to-day is worth
over £2; in other words, its value has appre-
ciated by 100 per eent.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Some people have
not seen a sovereign.

Hon. A. THOMSON: To our child-
ren, it would probably be a euriosity.
It is not within our province to increase
the proposed rate of tax, but, in view of
the difficulties through which the State is
passing, the indastry should pay a little
wore than is proposed under this measure.
True, the estimated proceeds of the tax will
show a small margin over and above the
amount to be paid under the Miners’ Phthi-
sis Aet, but at this stage efforts should be
made to provide for the rainy day that
murt inevitably come.

Hon. J. Cornell: You could do that in
only onc way—the way I suggest.

IHon. A. THOMSON: That may he so.
[ might even support the hon. memher’s
amendment, but, as it stands, T cannot say
that T favour it, During the present gold
mining boom an effort should be made to
establish a fund from the money derived
from this tax, over and above what is actu-
ally peeded, and from that fund it should be
possible to meet the commitments in the fu-
ture of what we might call the vietims of
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the mining industry. The Bill is a step in
the right direction. Very few realise the
enormons tax the industry bas imposed
upon the people of Western Australia. No
one wants to employ those who have been
unfortunate enough to contract any of the
miners’ diseases, because they are too weak.
Moreover, I should also like to see provi-
gion made for others who suffer from simi-
lar complaints, though not contracted as
the result of working in the mines. Whilst
I give my support to the Bill I regret that
we are not getting a little more out of this
flourishing industry.

HON. E, H  ANGELO (North) [748]: 1
intend to support the Bill which imposes s
very moderate tax on the gold mining indus-
try. Hon. members have been complaining
that this new taxation baby of the Gov-
ernment is only a small one. Those mem-
bers need not worry; the history of all taxa-
fion babies is that they grow rapidly. There
is not ome tax that has heen imposed
that has not grown from small pro-
porfions. I should like to see it grow
if fthe industry can stand it, 1o create a
fund for the purpose mentioned by mem-
bers, namely, to relieve those men who suf-
fer from following this vocation. I am sur-
prised that some taxation has not heen in-
troduced hy way of say a stamp duty on
the transfer of mining serip.

Hon, J, Cornell: It is abont time, too.

Hon. E, H. ANGELOQ: A small tax is im-
posed, but only when serip certificates are
handed over for the first time, or when
registered. Some of those certificates, how-
ever, change hands time after time, and the
Government get nothing on the transfers.
The effect would be to curtsil, or perhaps
handicap, a lot of the wild-eat flotations, not
only in Western Australia, but in other
parts of Australia. Such a tax might have
the effect of minimising this trouble.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: They would still
pass the serip.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: There should be
stamp duty on all ihe serip that goes
through the Stock Exchange.

Hon. H. Seddon: But el sales take place
in Adelaide.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: There are also
many here. As suggested the other even-
ing, & company shonld be compelled to have
a registered office in this State. It is sor-
prising that mining serip ean be handed

[COUNCIL.]

from one to another without the State de-
riving any benefit from the transaetion.
‘We impose a tax on bookmaker's tickets, and
their transactions are no greater gambles
than are many of those in serip on the
Stock Exchange, That would be another
means by which the Government could raise
revenue. In the meantime I intend fo sup-
port the proposed very moderate tax.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central—in reply) [7.52]: Mr. Sed-
don attacked this Bill on various grounds.
He says that it iz sectional taxzation, and
that the mining industry is singled out for
it. The principle is ne new one, for the
financial emergency cut in salaries and
wages enforced throughout Australia was in
reality sectional taxation. The gold min-
ing industry is a distinetly seetionsal indus-
try, though admittedly a valuable one, and
one that was responsible for the first great
step in Western Aunstralia’s progress. But,
unlike many other primary industries, it
represents a disappearing asset. In West-
ern Australia some centuries may elapse be-
fore its end comes, but the day will eventu-
ally dawe when it will be no longer profit-
able to take gold out of the earth in jthis
State. The same may be said of the eoal
mining industry but, besides an annual
rental, there is provision for a royalty on
coal of 3d. & ton for the first ten years of a
lease and 6d. per .ton thereafter.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is that bheing col-
lected?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Only 3d.
per ton by reason of the fact that if 6d.
were collected the additional 3d. would still
go back fo the company under an arrange-
ment in connection with the purchase of
coal. The previous Government came to the
conelusion that no good purpose would be
served by increasing the rate of royalty.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Government them-
selves would have to pay it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would he
an additional cost, and that would have to
be taken into account in connection with
the price fixed. When gold is found asso-
ciated with any other mineral on land held
ander a mineral lease, royalty ai 1s. per
ounce is payable, provided the gold is not
in sufficient quantities to make it the most
profitable produet of the lease. If gold is
the most profitable produet and the lessee
desires to retain the land as a mineral lease,
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a rvoyalty of 10s. per ounce of fine gold re-
covered 15 payable. There is also a royvalty
payable in connection with oil leases, being
b per cent. of the output of any wells or
bores for the first five years, and thereafter,
10 per cent. Royalty is another name for
taxation and for sectional taxation. The
gold mining industry, as we know it, pays
no royalty. It gets a lease for 3s. per acre
for the first 12 months, and after that if
pays £1 an acre. The greaf mines in West-
ern Australia are paying no more than £1
an acre to-day.

Surely at a time like this when ecvery
other industry is suffering, and when the
price of gold has doubled, such a prosper-
ous industry as the gold mining industry
should contribute a little more than it has
contributed in the past to the coffers of the
State. Souith Africa, and T am informed
Canada and New Zealand, cach imposes a
tax on gold production. Western Australia
is, therefore, the only large gold producing
British eountry where a tax on gold has not
s0 far been imposed.

When the mining industry was in trouble,
different Governments went to ifs reseue.
[ have already told hon. members the ex-
tent to which the price of waler was re-
duced when the mines were finding it diffi-
cult Lo make ends meet, and the loss made
up from Mines Development Vote. [ re-
ferred to the cost of the Goldfields Water
Scheme, but I ragret that in the figures,
which I gave and whieh were supplied by
the department concerned withont a know-
ledge as to the purpose for whieh they were
required—I regret they included the exien-
sions in the agrienliural areas. This state-
ment has now been supplied—

The bulk of the Loan expenditure was for
the provision of the actuml poldfields water
supply. Agricultural extensions are only made
with small 1iin, and 2in. pipes, and have not cost
more than £50,000. Main pipes were large
enough to provide for all requirementa without
extra provision to meet the needs of agricul-
tural extensions, The provision of water to the
agricultural districts has enabled the Depart-

ment to refrain from charging higher rates to
the goldfields,

I referred (o the fact that for three vears
the Government paid the premiums for
insuring miners under the Workers’ Com-
pensation \et, representing a total amount
of £83,135, that the amount paid by the
Government since the Aet was passed totals
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£418,000, aud that Lhe outstanding liabili-
ties are estimated at £344,000. The Gov-
ernment also showed their concern for the
gold mining industry by guaranteeing one
company £51,500 and another, in eonjunc-
tion with the Commonwealth, to the extent
of £300,000. In both cases the companies
met their obligations and discharged the
liabilities. That assistance was rendered
by the Government in times of adversity.
But if the State had done none of these
things for the gold mining industry, it
would, in view of the high price of gold,
still have a claim to impose on gold mining
companies a tax on their net profits, es-
pecially when it is a tax which will still
leave them 5d. in the pound lower than the
maximum imposed on individuals and syn-
dicates, who are engaged in commercial or
other business undertakings. Mr, Sed-
don says a tax imposed in the form
of inereased premiums in connection with
the industrial diseases section of the
Workers’ Compensation Aect would have
been a better method to adopt. I am sur-
prised at such a suggestion coming from
Mr. Seddon. The impost on some mines
might be too great. A mine which was
making only a small profit would have to
pay as much tax per employee as the mine
which was making huge profits. It must
not he forgotten that the majority of the men
now receiving miners’ phthisis compensa-
tion were infected prier to the inaugura-
tion of the fund under the Third Schedule
of the Workers’ Compensation Aet. Hence
the fund, so far, has been called upon to
meet only a portion of the burden. Liabil-
ities are still aceruing, but experience alone
can tell whether the aceumulation now tak-
ing place will prove sufficient to meet future
obligations. The position, therefore, ig that
the fund is being built up to meet aceru-
ing liabilities, and meantime, we are pay-
ing compensation for disabilities due to the
inaction of many previous years. At the
present time, our total liability on cases
under the Miners’ Phthisis Act is estimated
at £350,000. Compensation paid during
the nine ycars ended 30th June last
amounted to £419417. In addition, we
have contributed £52,544 to the Mine
Workers’ Relief Tund during the same
period. We also have to meet inecidental
expenditure connected with the examination
of miners, make a contribution to the Com-
monwealth Health Laboratory, and provide
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alter-care for a number of invalided miners.
Commitments also have been entered into
in connection with miners’ settlements, on
which there will be a heavy loss. But apart
from this, it is due from the companies we
propose ito tax, that they shall, as I said
before, contribute, in this time of depression
and while they are enjoying high prices,
something which does not equal the maxi-
mum rate at which syndicates and individuals
have to pay tax to-day. By making the tax
one on profits, we are not inereasing pro-
duction costs. An increase in the premium
rate under the Third Schedvle of the
Workers’ Compensation Aect, or a tax on
production would inerease costs, and, as a
result, some mines might be forced out of
production, and prospecting would certainly
be discouraged. If the present favourable
position of the industry should collapse, the
removal of any impediment to a centinu-
ance of activities must become a question
of importance to be delermined by the eir-
cumstaneces at the time. The Bill has been
designed to do no more than this in a man-
ner that will inflict the least bardship, The
proposal was thoroughly considered by the
nining industry, and the justice of the con-
tribution recognised. It was considered by
the leading mining companies to be most
equitable. Although some companies will
pay very much more than others, the bur-
den will operate in proportion to their abil-
ity to pay.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Will they have to pay
tax on return of capital and reserves?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, I have
a note here. Whatever amount is eredited
will be regarded as net profit.

Hon. &. W. Miles: I suppose Clause 6
will cover that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The very
phrase “net profits” means net profits.

Hon. J. Cornell: But return of capital is
not profits.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It is another
word for dividends.

Hon. H. S. W1 Parker: They cannot re-
turn eapital out of income.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We can
make inquiries into  that  phase.
Mr. Seddon is anything but specific when he
says “eertain poldfields districts are stag-
nating for want of erushing facilities.” T
should Jike to know where they are. Fre-
quently application is made for the erection
of a State battery and investigation shows

[COUNCIL.}

that there are only a few shows. It is then
claimed there are only a few beeause of the
lack of a battery. To try out the district
the Mines Department grant subsidies on
cartage of ore to the nearest State battery,
and sometimes to the nearest private battery.
So the prospector in the distriet affected is
in no worse position than he would be if a
battery were in the distriet. These cartage
subsidies run from 6d. per ton per mile
(after the first 5 miles) up to 25 miles (12s.
Gd. per ton), up to 250 tons: the seeond
250 tons get a subsidy of 3d. per ton per
mile; the third 250 tons 2d. per ton, and then
250 tons at 2d. per ton, and when 1,000 tons
have been so carted the subsidy ceases.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Is that paid only up
to the first 25 miles?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
payment for the first flve miles; up to 25
miles it is 6d. By this time the prospector
should know his ground and take up a lease,
or, if he has already a lease, be should be
able to decide whether it is worth putting
in his own battery. WWhere ore is carted
over five miles to a railway siding a earting
subsidy is allowable at the same rate on the
distance to the siding, plus railage to the
nearest hattery up to a meximum of 12s. 6d.
per ton. After all this assistance, and after
1,000 tons have been taken out of a mine the
vwner of the property ought to be in a posi-
tion to deecide whether he should go on and
erect a battery himself. He should not
expect the Govermment to pay out any
further public money in the testing of his
property. The ervection of a State battery
to erush perhaps only a few thousand tons
of ore, would be waste of public funds. The
methods adopted permit of & district being
proved, and when it is shown to justify erec-
tion of a State battery by the tonnage and
promise of a district, then a battery is con-
sidered. At the present time there have
been agitations for State batteres in many
different districts.  Before investigations
have been completed, it has transpired that
the prospectors had sold their shows to com-
panies which treated at their own plants,
and so the need for the hattery disappeared.
The whole position has to be viewed in the
light of eommon sense and reason, Mr. Sed-
don is not justified in his eriticiam. The
hon. member is wrong again, when he says
that increased ecrushing facilities wonld
bring additional revenue to the Government.
TWhile in recent years, and for the first
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time in itheir history Siate baiteries have
shown a profit on the treatment of tailings
purchased and treated, yet when the losses
on crushing charges, carting subsidies, and
loan moneys on erection costs are consid-
ered, the systems shows a loss.

Mr. Cornell spoke as if this tax would
be a tax on the goldfields people. It is not
the people of the goldfields, except a very
small percentage of them who enjoy the
benefits of the profits, and so they cammnot
be hurt by the Bill. Those who are asked
to pay bave willingly agreed to pay, and
that should be the end of this phase of the
argument.

Mr. Cornell suggests that to tax the 25
per cent. exchange rate would be fair and
reasonable, because the public generally
would bave returned to them something
which they have created, That would be &
logical act, he contended. It scem:s fo e
it would be logic run mad.

Hon. J. Cornell: What I said was to take
part of the preminms, as is done in South
Afrieca.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That would
kill prospecting straight away.

Hon. J. Cornell: If so, it is very easily
killed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It would kill
propecting, for a man might have worked
his show for nine months of the year, and
in the remaining three months struck suf-
fiecient gold fo save him from loss. That
man would have his premium taxed. Some
prospectors are unable to make a living out
of low grade ore now. Take away a sub-
stantial part of his exchange—Mr. Cornell
fells us the whole of it belongs to the peo-
ple—and he would be an applicant for a
job on the relief works., This tax will not
injure prospecting, nor will it he felt by
those who have to bear it. Mr. Agnew put
the posifion well at the recent annual meet-
ing of the Wiluna Gold Corporation Ltd.
A eabled report of the meeting appeared in
the “West Australian” of 29th Octoher, This
is an extract from the cable—

London, Qet. 26—The annual meeting of
Wiluna Gold Corporation, Ltd., wae hald to-
day. Mr. J. A. Agnew, the chairman, pre-
gided . .. ..

Tax on profits relatively small.—Speaking of
the tax on profits of mining companies which
he said appeared to have given rise to some ad-
verse criticism, and some little concern among

investors, Mr. Agnew pointed out that the
amount involved was a maximum of £80,000
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Australian pounds yearly which was relatively
small. It was hoped that the mining com-
panies’ ready acceptance of this responsibility
would to n grent extent meet the argument of
those complaining that the mining induestry was
not prepared to contribute to public funds
some share of the henefit it was at present en-
Joying.

Mr. Corneli says: “[i is rather curious
that, at a time when the mining industry is
prosperous, we should consider a proposal
to tax the industry to the extent of £80,000.”

Hon. J. Cornell: When did T say that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member will find that in “Hansard” It
would be more remarkable still to tax the
industry at a time when it was not prosper-
ous, for that would be like pushing a man
when he was going downhill. Mr. R. G.
Moore, a goldfields member made a remark-
able speech in favour of the Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about Mr. El-
liott’s speech? He made an excellent one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes but he
went rather too far. Mr. Moore uever
speaks without impressing members with
his breadth of mind. He would strongly
oppose a tax on production. In that he is
on very sound ground.

Hon. J. Cornell: When you are taxing
premiums you are not taxing production.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The effect
would be the same. It would be suicidal to
tax production, or to take away any of the
premimums which the mining industry en-
joys. I have no doubt members will pass
this measure, and hope they will do so with-
on: amendment.

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Houn. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clause 5—Gold mining profits tax:

Hon. J. CORNELL: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added: —"* Pro-
vided that the proceeds of such tax shall be
used for the purpose of defraying any Govern-
ment disbursements made under the Miner’s
Phthisis Act, 1923, and the Mine Workers® Re-
lief Aet, 1932, and for mo other purpese.’’

The industry is in a state of affluence and
can afford now to pay a tax on its profits.
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This is the first spuecial tax of ifts kind ever
imposed in Western Australia. The main
reason for it is the mmount of money that
has been paid out in the past by way of
compensation to those men whose health has
been injured in the industry. We have
agreed that the industry should be taxed.
Is it too much to ask thaf the money thereby
raised shall be spent in the specific diree-
tion outlined in the amendment? If there
is any balance over, it can be sct aparf as
the nuclens for a fund which ean be useil
later if the industry falls from grace. It
is no new principle to tax mining to com-
pensate for the wreckage that is brought
about by the operations of the industry, The
Union Parliament of South Afriea imposed
such a tax 20 wvears ago. The industry
there has been contributing sufficient to pay
all the compensation due fo the workers. Ii
is taxed on profits as well as on the pre-
miums. I1f the Western Australian tax is
carmarked in the way snggested, it will show
the objects For which the industry is to be
taxed.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: ¥ oppose the
amendment. The liability in respect of men
engaged in the industry amounts to millions
of pounds. If the industry should go back
as it did three or four years ago, the Stale
would have to face that liability, Many of
the men now employed will contract miners’
phthisis, and will be succeeded by many
others who, in turn, will contract the same
disease. Either the liability must be faced
or the Miners’ Phthisis Act must be repudi-
ated. Why tie the money up? Next year
there will probably be 12,000 men employed
in the industry, with an increased liability
of 2,000 men at the rate of £700 each, jrre-
spective of pensions involved.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For many
years past the State has had to find large
snms of money in order to provide relief
for cases of miners’ phthisis. That money
has come ont of Consolidated Revenue, and
the acewnulated liability is very large in-
deed. If there is to be a tax, Consolidated
Revenue should be compensaied to the extent
of that taxation, IE, unhappily, the mines
suspend operations or the goldfields should
beeome depressed again, there will be {he
liability consequent on the present large
inerease in the number of men employed in
the industry, and that inereased liability will
have to be met out of Consolidaled Revenue

[COUNCIL.]

—a liability incmred during a period of
prosperity. The tax should be allowed fo
go into revenue, even though this will not
make much difference to the Government.

Flon. H. SEDDON: The arguments of the
iwo previous speakers really support the
amendment. Should not we establish a fund
io bear the first brant of the inereased lia-
hility 7 Governments might find themselves
in a position where revenue would not meet
their ordinary obligations, and so they might
be furced to repudiate the obligation in re-
gpeet ol niners’ phthisis cases. Mr. Cor-
nell’s amendment is in the best interests of
the men. The Government have been taking
£25,000 per year out of the workers’ com-
pensation fund, and by utilising that amount
and the returns from this tax they could
prepare to meet the forther liability men-
tioned by Mr. Williams and the Chief See-
retary.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: As regavds
workers” eompensation, the position is all
right while the mines arve working; but who
is to be rvesponsible if they close down?
Again, what will be the position, in regard
to workers’ compensation, of men who have
left the mines for 12 months? Any wman
working in the mining industry for eight
years is absolutely certnin to become dusted.
In the end the State has to carry the vespon-
sibility. The Mine Workers’ Relief Fund
did not finance itself up fo two years ago;
the State had to find the deficiency up to that
period. In fact, the Stale has had to find
such deficiencies for 20 years. The proceeds
of this tax ought not to be tied up.

Mon. H. 8. W, PAREKER: I am opposed
to the idea of earmarking revenne for any
special purpose. Taxes should be paid into
general revenue, and used for the general
welfare of the country at large. A habit is
arising of earmarking money, and invariably
Governments have to bring in amending
legislation to enable them to use that money.
I have a vivid recollection of somewhat simi-
lar remarks made hy Mr. Cornell in regard
to amendment of the Forests Act, legis-
lation being introduced to permit the Gov-
ernment to use money which had been
accumalating for about nine years. No one
suggests that, for instance, the betting and
totalisator taxe; should be earmarked for

the development of the racing sindus-
try. We trust that in the near future
science  will do something to alleviate
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the dangers arising  from  miners’
phthisis.  In that case what wonld heeome
of the proeeeds of this taxation? Would
thex be allotted to the last survivor?
Up to the present, the Government or the
day have always provided the funds ncees-
sary for compensation. Miners’ phthisis is
not the only burden imposed on the Govern-
ment by the gold mining industry. That
heing so, the money should be used for the
general purposes of the State.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Views such as those
expressed by Mr. Parker led to the unfor-
tunate miner being placed in the position
he is in to-day. I am obsessed with the de-
sire to protect the interests of the miners
who suffer as a result of their employment,
and I regret that Mr. Williams has joined
issue with me on my amendment,
vears ago we commenced pointing out the
position that would arise in the mining in-
dustry, and now that it has taken on a new
lease of life and we wish to do something
in the interests of the men suffering from
miners’ complaints, it is suggested that we
shall proceed along the same old path with-
out making any deflnite provision, simply
leaving the matter to the Government. 1T
want to start off on a sound basis by which
the industry shall contribute towards the
compensation payable {o the human wreck-
age caused by it. There is no analogy be-
tween betting and mining, as soggested by
Mv. Parker. If the Committee are not pre-
pared to take a definite stand in this re-
speet, I shall at least have the satisfaction
of knowing that I have tried to do my job
in the interests of the miners. Few men
realise the appalling liability with which
the State will be confronted.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: M. Cornell’s
arguments have much to commend them, and
I would support him if T did not appreciate
the absolute fuiility of such an additien to
the Bill. If Government accounts were kept
in accordance with ordinary business
wethods, it might be possible to ereate the
fund Mr. Cornell desires. We have any
number of instances in which Parliamenti
decided that money should he set aside for
particular purposes, but Governments have
made use of the funds through Consolidated
Revenue.

Hon. J. Cornell: If a private company
did that the directors would be in gaol.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T admit that. The
position regarding the Forests Aet has al-
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ready been mentioned, and the Auditor Gen-
eral has pointed out that the profits made by
some Stale trading concerns have been paid
into Consolidated Revenue, instead of beiny
put as a set-off against losses on other con-
cerns. We remember the huge profits made
by the m.v. “Kangaroo,” in the early stages
of her history. Those profits were not used
to pay off the eost of the ship, but were used
as 0 eontribution to Consolidated Revenue.
The amendment will not be given effect to.
Under the Sale of Government Pro-
perty  Trost  Account, the State pur-
chases  vequirements out of loan rev-
enue, bani the proceeds of sales effected
are paid into Consolidated Revenne.
Then again the amendment may aci as =
boomerang. If the indusiry were to decline
and the profits disappeared, the Govern-
ment would say, “You set aside this tax for
this specific purpose, but there is not
cnough for compensation. We shall have
to inerease the tax or impose another tax.”
[ do not think .the amendment will prove
effective.

Hon. A. THOMSON : At the outset T was
not impressed by Mr. Cornell's amendment,
but after hearing his explanation and realis-
ing what compensation cost the State last
yeny, it now appears to me that the amend.
ment is on sound lines. I can agree with
Mr. Angelo that what he indicated has hap-
pened in the past.

Hon, F. Seddon: And it is happening
now.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is quite pos-
sible. As to the amendment having a
boomerang effect, so long as the Miners’
Phthisis Act remains in force, it ean have
no such effeet. Surely the should be a
sinking fund established to enable us to
meet the liabilities that will arise in the
Euture.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: If there is not
enough in the fund, how will the liabilities
be met?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Treasurer will
find the neeessary funds. I shall support
the amendment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: While T was
impressed by Mr. Cornells arguments, I
was more impressed by these of the Chief
Seecretary, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Angelo.
I ean recall the imposition of the vermin
fax, from which bonuses were to be paid to
those engaged in the pastoral industry. In
that instance the fund was insufficient, and
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the bonus paid for the destructicn of dingoes
and foxes was reduced from £1 to 5s. Simi-
larly in this instance, if the tax should
not be sufficient, the amount payable
to the men might have to be decreased.
If the Government did benefit for a few
years, they would have the money available
later on, 1 appose the amendment becaunse
it might have the boomerang effect sug-
gested.

Hon, R, G. MOORE: 1 am not concerned
whether the amendment is earried, altbough
I agree with the principle stated by Mr.
Cornell. The fact remains that the Gov-
ernment are committed to find a certain
amount under the Miners’ Phthisis Aet re-
gardless of what they get from this tax,
Probably the proceeds of the tax will be
more than sufficient to meet miners’ phthisis
needs for some years, but there is no guaran-
tee that it will. Eventually it will not be
sufficient. 1f it could be shown that the
miners would benefit, I would support the
amendment. The most we can do for the
miners is the least we ought to do.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Complaint has
been made that this is a sectional tax. The
industry is costing the Government £70,000
or £30,000 a year and it is only fair that
the industry in its present prosperity should
pay. Other taxes have been imposed for
specific purposes, and in many instances the
money has been used for other things. I
support the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I have been
highly amused af the suggestion that a fund
should be created because in ten years’ time,
when the fund had mounted up, some Trea-
surer would raid it. Tt has been done before
and will be done again. Mr. Angelo referred
to the £211,000 profit made by the “Kan-
garoo.” Instead of writing down the value
of the boat, the money was paid inte Con-
solidated Revenue, The “Western Austra-
lia” was leased to the British Government
during the war at a high figure and at the
end of the war was sold for a good price and
that money went into Consolidated Revenue.
If a fund of £50,000 or £60,000 were built
up, it would he a great temptation to a
needy Treasurer,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would it be business-
like to allow such & fund to lie idle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No; and I
do not think it wounld be a criminal offence
for any Treasurer to use it.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. SEDDON: Although Treasurers
have used money set aside for specific pur-
poses, it has always been recognised thak
those sums formed part of the loan expendi-
ture and should be restored. Much of tne
increased loan expenditure incurred by the
Mitehell Government was used to restore
funds that had been borrowed for temporary
use. Mr., Cornell’s suggestion is sounder
than it would be to take the proceeds of the
tax into revenue and leave a future Govern-
ment io bear possibly increased responsibili-
ties. The discussion has been a revelation,
and I hope the people will peruse “Hansard’”
and glean some idea of the methods of hand-
ling public funds,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am not so wmuch
concerned about what Treasurers might do
as I am to establish a prineiple. After the
revelations we have had abont raiding
Treasuvers, is it any wonder that Mussolinis
arise? Mr. Parker referred to the revenue
under the TForests Aect, but there iz no
analogy between the two funds. The money
taken into general revenue was not needed
for sandalwood regrowth, becanse of the
inability to grow sandalwood, and Trea-
surers did the right thing by asking Parlia-
ment to share the responsibility of paying
that portion of the forests revenue into the
general account.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I intend to oppose
Lhe amendment, hecause it is side-tracking
the issue altogether to bring it forward.
As a matber of fact, it is immaterial whether
it is earried or not. The State has already
paid a considerable amount and Parlia-
ment has supported Mr. Cornell and other
members in passing legislation to protect
the miners. Goldfelds members have never
previously suggested that the goldfields
should carry the whole of the burden.

Hon. J. Cornell: 1 have repeatedly urged
it.
Hon. & W. MILES: (Feldfields mewmbers
are to be congratulated on the support they
have given the Bill. A majority of them
have actually said the tax is not high
enough; hut whether the amendment goes
in or not is immaterial. The meney cannot
lie idle in the Treasury; the Treasurer
must make use of it.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT: A lot has been
said about the £419,000 for which the tax-
payers have been responsible, but it is for-
gotten that since 1930 £70,000 has bheen
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taken from another fund, and it wust not
be forgotten that at the inception of the
Miners” Phthisis Act, in 19253-26, no less
than £123,000 was set aside from the Com-
monwealth Disabilities Grant. [ agree
that the payments by the Government have
Leen considerable. It has been stated that
the money to be received from this tax is
to be put into a fund, and that if there is
a balance, members have asked what is to
be done with it. I can suggest what can
he done with it. Desides the miners who
are protected and receive compensation,
there are eases of those men suffering from
silicosis advaneed and silicosis early, Thus
there will be plenty of opportunities for
the distribution of any balance there might
be. The men under the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund and the Workers' Compensa-
tion Aet receive only £750 for their disabil-
ity, and when that is ent out in four or
five years’ time they get n miserable allow-
ance of 20s. per weck to keep themselves
and their wives; that, too, after paying a
preminm of 9d. per week for perhaps 25
or 30 years. There are many records of
tragic instances associated with this disease
on the goldfelds. Only ithe other day I
assisted nt the burial of a man who, a few
vears ago, was a splendid specimen, G feet
2 inches in height and weighing over 13
stone. When this unfortunate was buried
his weight was 5% stone, due to the rav-
ages of this disease. So if there should be
a surplug from the tax, is it likely that it
will be permitted to lie idle? There will
be many copportunities of making just use
of it. The Bill is ostensibly for the pur-
pose of assisting sufferers from miners’
complaints.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
the Bill to say so.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT: Then why not be
honest and pat it in the Billf I hope the
amendment will be carried.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Chief Secretary
told us that if there is a surplas the Treas-
ury will get it, and now Mr. Elliott tells
us that it should go to the men. I am not
afraid of either of those things happening,
but what I am afraid of is that if a fund
is created from any surplus, the greatest
chasers after it will be those who are con-
tributing the tax, and an agitation will
start from those people for a reduction of

There is nothing in
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the tax, especially if the indusiry should
not be in as prosperous a condition as it i
to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is
championing the eause of the capitalist.

Hon, G. FRASER: No, I am pointing out
the danger. Pressure will be brought to
bear to have the tax either reduced or re-
pealed.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Are we in order in
attempting to put this amendment in the
Bill? This is the assessment Bill for a tax
on profits on gold. It has nothing whatever
to do with miners' phthisis, and 1 deubt
it we would be in order in inserting such
an amendment, I should like your ruling,
Sir, as to whether the amendment is in ge-
cord with the Title.

The CHAIRMAN: T think the amend-
ment can be moved, but if such an amend-

ment be carried, it will be necessary to
amend the Title.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It seems to me the
amendment is entirely foreign to the Bill,
which has nothing whatever to do with
miners’ phthisis, but is simply to impose a
tax on goldmining prefits. The mover might
just as well bring in an amendment under
which the Government would be directed
to pay a certain amount into & fund to con-
tinne the water supply to the goldfields.

The CHAIRMAN: I have stated my rul-
ing; the amendment is quite in order.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 6
Noes 11
Majority against 5
AYVEB.
Hea. L. B. Bolon tion. H. Seddon
Hon, J. Gornell Hon, A. Thomson
Hon. C. 0. Eillott Hon. R. G. Moore
(Tefler.)
NoEs.
Han. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. H. ¥. Piesse
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. Tuekey
Hon. @. Fraser Hon. C. B. Willlams
Hon. ¥. Hamersley Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hob, G. W. Miles Hon. E. H, Angela
Han, H. S, W. Parker {Teller.}

PAIR.
AYE, No.
Hon. W. J, Mann i Hon. E. H. Gray
Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 6-—Assessments;

Hon. G. W. MILES: Is not this clause
in conflict with Sub-section ¢ of Section 6
of the Dividend Duties Act? In view of
the provisions of that sub-seetion, 1 sghounld
like an explanation from the Chief Secre-
tary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
the information for you.

I will get

Progress reported.

House adjonrned at 9.40 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 13th November, 1934,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

BILL—CREMATION ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by Mr. Hawke and read a first
time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lientenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Western Australian Aged Sailors and Sol-
diers’ Relief Fund Aet Amendment Bill,

[ASSEMBLY.)

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.

2, Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th November.

HON, C, G, LATHAM (York) [4.33]:
This is the usual Bill, following general cus-
tom, but I notice the wording bas been al-
tered and I understand it is simply to bring
the Bill under the operations of the Consoli-
dated Land Act. 1 have read the Bill through
very earefully and I sec there is no alteration
at all in the tax rate, for which T suppose we
should be truly thankful, The Government
have not inereased the tax, but with the
money they have in addition to what they
had last year, I do not suppose there is
any need for increase. Still, if seems to me
we are going on and building up the defieit,
without anything to assist us in providing
for the future except our primary indus-
tries.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—FARMERS’ DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [4.37] in moving
tha second reading said: The original Act
was passed in 1931 and the first season in
which the farmers’ affairs were administered
under the Act was that of 1931-32. 1In that
and succeeding years arrangemenis were
made to carry on the 1919 farmers. Of the
stay orders applied for, 170 lapsed, while 310
farmers applied for stay orders but had un-
smecessful meetings, Of those whase stay
orders lapsed, 33 farmers were able to make
their own arrangements, 35 did not desire
to carry on, and the balance were unable to
obtain finance. Total crops under the Act



